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Through the Concordia University Alumni Association, you can keep in touch with fellow alumni, 
give back to your University and enjoy exciting programs and activities that include: 


e Networking and career events 
¢ Concordia Mentor Program 
e Chapter events, golf tournaments, reunions, etc. 


Benefits: 


e Concordia University Mosaik MasterCard 

e Preferred home and auto insurance rates with TD Meloche Monnex 

e Preferred life, accident, disability, health and dental insurance rates with Manulife Financial 

e Access to Concordia’s libraries, legal counsel and other services 

e With your Alumni ID Card, obtain savings on Via Rail, the Centaur Theatre, a Costco membership, 
and more. 


514-848-2424, ext. 4856, or 1-888-777-3330 
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Have you taken advantage of them yet? 





Thanks to your alumni status, you and your family are entitled to great rates on these valuable insurance plans: 


Term Life Disability Critical Illness 


Major Accident Protection Health & Dental 


manulife.com/concordiamag 


For your free, no-obligation information kit, call 
1 888 913-6333 or e-mail am_service@manulife.com 


Recommended by: Underwritten by: 


MM! Manulife Financial 


The Manufacturers Life Insurance Company 





Discover how Concordia alumni can benefit from 
the Clearsight Investment Program 





Sign up for our free investment 
e-newsletter, The ViewPoint, and you 
will receive a free copy of 
Investment Executive’s Money Planner.t 


financial goals. 





Promo code: 20A1207MP 


t Offer available until March 31, 2008 or while quantities last. Some conditions apply. Offer subject to 
change. The Clearsight Investment Program is delivered by the advisors of Wellington West Capital Inc., 
member of the Investment Dealers Association and Canadian Investor Protection Fund and the advisors of 
Wellington West Financial Services Inc., member of the Mutual Fund Dealers Association. 
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For the fourth year in a row, Wellington West has been 


ranked #1 in Investment Executive’s Annual Brokerage 
Report Card and #1 in Report on Business Magazine's 
annual list of The 50 Best Employers in Canada. 
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in assets under administration, Wellington West is one of 
Canada’s fastest growing investment firms. 
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branches across Canada, we're now able to accommodate 
the investment needs and account sizes of all alumni. 


The market leader in affinity 

benefit programs 

With a growing list of affinity relationships, we're 
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Wellington West is pleased to announce their partnership with the 
Concordia University Alumni Association. Contact us today to learn 
how our Clearsight Investment program can help you reach your 
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Concordia and China 


The People’s Republic of China has 
emerged as an economic and political 
force. Meet 12 Concordia faculty 
members whose research and teachings 
in engineering, science, business, the 


social sciences and fine arts are related over: | 
to China in myriad ways. aimone de Beato, 
1908-1986. 


Credit: Getty Images 


Changing 
the World 


Students and faculty 
members at Concordia’s 
Simone de Beauvoir Institute, 
now 30 years old, take to 
heart their namesake's 
legacy of feminism and 
social activism. 


by Rhonda Mullins 


Learning to 
Prevent Genocide 


Not content with merely 
studying the past, members 
of Concordia’s Montreal 
Institute for Genocide 

and Human Rights Studies 
aim to prevent potential 
human calamities. 





This publication is printed on 100% 
recycled paper, including 20% post 
consumer waste. For each ton of 
recycled paper that displaces 
a ton of virgin paper, it reduces 
total energy consumption by 27%, 


by Howard Bokser 
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particulate emissions by 28%, 
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setting an example 


mater. As a former director of Hydro- 

Québec, | was delighted to help facilitate 
their $8-million donation to the University 
in 2007. I'm also pleased to sit on the John 
Molson School of Business Advisory Board. 
And I've enjoyed serving as honorary 
co-chair with George Hanna for the annual 
Concordia Classic golf tournament. Our loyal 
Classic participants have raised more than 
$1.3 million toward student support in its 
first four years, and I'm looking forward to 


| always have time for Concordia, my alma 


















our fifth tournament this year. Hopefully, 
this will be the year someone sinks a hole in one 
and wins a car on any of the four par-threes. 
My father set the example for me. In 

2003, the Norman D. Hébert Scholarships in 
Engineering and Business were established for 
undergraduate students. These scholarships 
are awarded each year to two new, full-time 


Vijeta Patel, the 2007-2008 
Engineering recipient of the 
Norman D. Hébert Scholarship 


students with top grades: one in the Faculty of 
Engineering and Computer Science and one in 
the John Molson School of Business (JMSB). 
The $7,000-per-year scholarships can be 
renewed for up to four years (for a total of 
$28,000) for Engineering and Computer 
Science students and up to three years 
(for a total of $21,000) for JMSB students. 
Thus far, we have provided these 
scholarships to eight outstanding Concordia 
students, and it's been a thrill to follow 
these students as they prepare to enter 
the working world. | hope that | can set an 
example for others, too. 
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Norman E. Hébert Jr., BComm 77 
President and CEO, Groupe Park Avenue Inc. 





Rajan Kalsi, the 2007-2008 
JMSB recipient of the 
Norman D. Hébert Scholarship 
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support to Concordia students. Whichever area of Concordia you choose 
to support, your gift will help ensure our students enjoy the best 
possible university experience and graduate as leaders in their fields. 
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514-848-2424, ext. 4856, or visit giving.concordia.ca. 








Celebrating important times and figures 


his banner year marks the 7oth 
T anniversary of Canadian doctor 
Norman Bethune’s 1938 depar- 
ture to China, as well as the centenary 
of the birth of French philosopher and 
author Simone de Beauvoir (1908-1986), 
who lent her name 30 years ago to the 
Concordia women’s studies college, 
the Simone de Beauvoir Institute. 
While these iconic figures appear to have 
little in common, they shared a strong 
affection for China and, today, their 
respective legacies are very much alive 
at Concordia. 

Bethune, born in 1890 in Gravenhurst, 
Ont., lived and worked as a surgeon 
in Montreal before he left for Spain in 
1936 to assist the Republicans in the 
Spanish Civil War. Two years later, he 
headed to China and became a battle - 
field surgeon and national hero during 
its war with Japan. He died just a year 
later, at age 4.9. 

Most Concordia alumni are familiar 
with Bethune from the statue that 
has stood since 1978 across from 
the Guy Metro Building and is a 
familiar rallying spot for student 
protests and gatherings. The statue 
has been temporarily moved while 
construction is underway for Place 
Bethune within the developing 
Quartier Concordia, where the 
good doctor will take up permanent 
residence this fall. 

Concordia’s strong ties to China 
and its universities extend beyond 
Bethune and de Beauvoir. In 1975, 
Martin Singer, then a young sino- 
logist who later became Concordia’s 
provost, led 40 travellers from 
Canada to China—one of the largest 
Western groups permitted until 
then into the communist country— 
as part of a new course called East 
Asia: Past and Present. In the next 
decade or so, similar trips and an 
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increasing number of academic 


exchanges ensued, while Concordia 
joined Canadian programs to help the 
Chinese rebuild their higher education 
system. 

Today, while China emerges as one 
of the world’s superpowers, it continues 
to grapple with important social issues, 
including democracy, Tibetan unrest, 
human rights and the environment. 
However, as Concordia Political Science 
Professor Kimberley Ens Manning 
cautions, "It’s folly to ignore China.” 
Manning is among the 12 Concordia 
faculty members whose work is profiled 
in “Concordia and China” on page 8, 
which covers some of the diverse, 
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China-related work being carried out 
across Concordia’s four academic facul- 
ties. She’s also one of the driving forces 
behind a possible inter-university 
centre that will gather experts from the 
four Montreal universities to examine 
contemporary China. “Part of scholars’ 
raison d étre is to engage in debate and 
think critically,” Manning says. “By 
studying China, we put the focus on 
important issues and bring a fresh per- 
spective when we deal with government, 
businesses and fellow professors.” 

Simone de Beauvoir, like Bethune 
in the ’30s and Concordia faculty mem- 
bers today, was also fascinated with 
China. Like many French intellectuals 
in the ’4,0s and ‘50s, the author of the 
landmark feminist treatise The Second 
Sex (194.9) was intrigued by commu- 
nism and travelled to China and the 
Soviet Union in 1955 with her long- 
time partner, philosopher Jean-Paul 
Sartre. De Beauvoir recounted her trip 
in The Long March (1958), 
although the book received 
some criticism for its simplistic 
take on Chinese communism. 
In the *60s and ’7os, she proved 
to be a major influence on the 
women's movement. 

The founders of Concordia’s 
Simone de Beauvoir Institute 
acknowledged that fact when 
they named their new institu- 
tion in 1978, with de Beauvoir’s 
blessing (see “Changing the 
World” on page 18 for the 
quirky details). As the Institute 
turns 30, it remains a vibrant 
and vital hub of women’s 
studies and activism, with 
its faculty members and 
students channelling de 
Beauvoir's spirit as they defy 
orthodoxy. Simone would 
be proud. m 
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Word from the President 


ost of my adult life has been spent at 

Concordia University—first as a stu- 

dent and now as an employee. From 
my earliest time here, when I first heard that 
our University had very nearly been named 
after Dr. Norman Bethune, to now, working in 
a building that sits on Place Norman Bethune— 
I have always been conscious of our institu- 
tion’s deep and longstanding ties to China. 

Our history of academic exchanges with 

China dates back to the late 1970s, when our 
scholars and administrators first rolled up 
their sleeves to help their Chinese counter- 
parts rebuild their institutions after the tur- 
moil of the Cultural Revolution. We were 
the first university in the western world to 
offer a joint doctoral program with a Chinese 


institution, and now have strong connections 


Marion ELISSALDE 


with universities there in fields as diverse as 
aerospace, chemistry, theatre, film, history 
and Mandarin-language studies. 

Concordia is taking the lead in the development of an inter- 
university Centre on China Studies that will be housed here. 
In fact, a third of the presenters at the Golden Mountain: 
China and Canada, Interconnected, a recent colloquium at 
the McCord Museum, were from Concordia. This fall, with 
the completion of Phase I of Place Bethune, located within 
the Quartier Concordia, our University will participate in the 
launch of a series of city-wide celebrations honouring the 
7oth anniversary of Dr. Bethune’s voyage to China, where he 
became a national hero. The year will draw to a close in fall 
2009 with an international colloquium that pays tribute to the 
humanitarian who did so much to link Canada and China. 


Concordia University Magazine is 
published four times a year for alumni 
and friends of Concordia University. 
Opinions expressed herein do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the 


Concordia 


university magazine 


alumni associations or of the University. 


Concordia University Magazine 
welcomes readers’ comments. Letters 
should include the writer's full name, 
address, school(s), degree(s) and year(s) 
of graduation for alumni. Letters may be 
edited for length and clarity. No letter 
will be published without the full name 
of the correspondent. 
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President Michael Di Grappa 


Since the turn of the mil- 
lennium, we have welcomed 
an average of nearly 2,800 
Chinese students to our cam- 
pus every year. On average, 
nearly 750 have been inter- 
national students. Last year 
alone, the number of inter- 
national students from China 
stood at 914. 

My own experience in 
China came to mind just 
recently, when I bumped 
into Ruirui Zhu, who is set 
to graduate from our John 
Molson School of Business 
Finance program (with a 
Minor in Marketing) in June. 
She reminded me that I had 
recruited her to Concordia 
from Shanghai during my 
visit there in 2001. I was particularly pleased to learn she 
chose to heighten her Concordia experience by getting 
involved in student government. Today, she serves as Vice- 
President, Clubs & Projects, of the Concordia Student Union! 

Concordians of Chinese origin are among the most trea- 
sured of our colleagues, students and alumni. We are all 
honoured and excited by these special relationships we have 
developed in the past, and by the enormous potential they 
hold for the future. m 


Michael Di Grappa 


President, Concordia University 
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Concordia names Judith Woodsworth 
its new President and Vice-Chancellor 


ong-time member of the 
| Concordia University commu- 
nity Judith Woodsworth has 

been appointed as Concordia’s new 
President and Vice-Chancellor for a 
five-year term begin- 
ning August 1, 2008. 
The University’s 
Board of Governors 
made the announce- 
ment at its February 
29 meeting. Dr. 
Woodsworth, a 
faculty member 
and administrator at 
Concordia from 1980 
to 1997, will return to 
Montreal from Laurentian University 
in Sudbury, Ont., where she has 
served as President since 2002. 

“A skilled communicator in both 
English and French, Dr. Woodsworth is 
a dynamic and effective leader who has a 
passion and commitment to education,” 
said Peter Kruyt, Chairman of the Board 
of Governors and Chair of the Advisory 
Search Committee. “She will put the 
quality of the student experience at 





Concordia first. Dr. Woodsworth under- 
stands how to forge excellent working 
relationships with the diverse con- 
stituencies that make up, serve and are 
served by a modern university. Her 
proven experience, her 
strong ties to Concordia and 
her gifts as an administrator, 
scholar and engaged citizen 
equip her exceptionally well 
to lead our institution.” 
Born in Paris, France, 
Dr. Woodsworth grew up in 
Winnipeg. She earned a BA 
in French and Philosophy 
from McGill University, 
a Licence és Lettres from 
the Université de Strasbourg in France 
and a PhD in French Literature 
from McGill. In 1980, she joined 
Concordia’s Département d'études 
frangaises, and over the next 17 years 
held numerous administrative posi- 
tions, including department chair and 
Vice- Dean in the Faculty of Arts and 
Science. Her husband, Lindsay 
Crysler, is Goncordia’s former direc- 
tor of Journalism. 


Before joining Laurentian 
University, Dr. Woodsworth was 
Vice-President (Academic) for 
five years at Mount Saint Vincent 
University in Halifax, N.S. She 
recently was reappointed to another 
five-year term as Laurentian’s 
President. Under her leadership, 
Laurentian’s undergraduate and 
graduate enrolments increased 
dramatically, research funding rose 
considerably and six new doctoral 
programs were established. In 2005, 
Laurentian partnered with Lakehead 
University to launch the Northern 
Ontario School of Medicine, and 
Dr. Woodsworth is Chair of its Board 
of Directors. 

“Like Laurentian, Concordia has 
also grown tremendously in the last 
decade and has taken its place in this 
great university city of Montreal,” 
Kruyt added. “The financial con- 
straints, however, of all Quebec 
universities make good planning 
an essential component of prudent 
oversight, and Dr. Woodsworth has a 
solid track record in this regard.” m 


David Graham appointed Provost and Vice-President, Academic Affairs 


t its February 29 meeting, 
A Concordia’s Board of 

Governors announced the 
appointment of David Graham as 
the University’s new Provost and 
Vice-President, Academic Affairs. 
Dr. Graham has been Dean of 
Concordia’s Faculty of Arts and 
Science since August 1, 2005. 

“David Graham presented a vision 
for the role of Provost that clearly 
demonstrates a keen and wide-ranging 
understanding of the current Quebec 
environment and broad academic pol- 
icy issues,” said Chair of the Advisory 
Search Committee and Concordia 
President Michael Di Grappa. “His 
knowledge of the Quebec university 


network and mastery of 
the French language will 
allow him to effectively 
communicate within that 
network. David Graham 
has distinguished schol- 
arly credentials and has 
demonstrated academic 
and administrative 


David Graham 


leadership. His open, 
collegial approach, which promotes 
collaboration and consensus- building, 
and his familiarity with Concordia 
University and its students, faculty and 
staff will be invaluable to Concordia’s 
future development and the enrich- 
ment of its academic mission.” 

Before coming to Concordia, 





Graham had served as Dean 
of Arts at Memorial University 
in St. John’s, Nfld. He had 
participated in a wide range 
of administrative, research, 
strategic and advisory commit- 
tees at Memorial, and has 
shared his expertise with many 
other Canadian universities, as 
well as academic and research 
associations. 

The popular Dean of the Faculty 
of Arts and Science has fit in well at 
Concordia. In 2006, Graham told 
Concordia University Magazine: “The 
people I work with are topnotch, the 
staff is wonderful, the Faculty has been 
well managed—what’s not to like?” m 
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Concordia alumni rank first in Canadian Fortune 500 boardrooms 


oncordia University 
C ranks first in Canada 
in preparing its stu- 
dents for business leader- 
ship, according to a world- 
wide ranking by the Ecole 
des Mines de Paris. Among 


Canadian universities, 





Concordia has the most 


André Desmarais 


graduates holding a Chief 

Executive Officer (CEO) position in a leading Global Fortune 
500 company, as listed by Fortune magazine in 2006. They 
are André Desmarais, BComm 78, LLD 07, President and 
co-CEO of Power Corporation, Domenic D'Alessandro, 

L BSc 67, LLD 98, CEO of Manulife Financial, and Gerald T. 
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Domenic D'Alessandro 


McCaughey, BComm 81, CEO 
of the Canadian Imperial Bank 
of Commerce. 

The study focused on the 
performance of educational 
training programs at 338 
universities worldwide based 





on their graduates’ business 





Gerald T. McCaughey and professional career accom- 
plishments. The top three 
educational institutions are Harvard, Tokyo University and 
Stanford, according to the study. Eleven Canadian universities 
were listed, and Concordia ranked 33rd out of 338. 

The study's results are available at www.ensmp.fr/Actualites/ 


PR/EMP-ranking.pdf 


Sherry Simon's work translates Montreal's linguistic history 


or her research into the signifi- 
a cance of translation’s role in 

literature and culture, Concordia 
Professor Sherry Simon finds inspira- 
tion all around her. “I’m an anglo in 
Concordia’s French studies depart- 
ment,” Simon says. “I live in Montreal's 
Mile End district, a neighbourhood 
that sits between English and French 
Montreal. So I’m privileged because 
both of these mirror the phenomena 
of our city’s transition between cultures 
and languages.” 

Simon's work recently resulted in 
the award-winning Translating Montreal: 
Episodes in the Life of a Divided City 
(McGill-Queen’s University Press, 
2006), whose honours include the 
Mavis Gallant Prize for non-fiction 
from the Quebec Writers’ Federation 
and the Gabrielle Roy Prize from the 
Association of Canadian and Quebec 
Literatures. 

“Translating Montreal was a synthesis 
of my past work on Quebec literature 
and translation,” she says. “The history 
and character of Montreal have a lot to 
do with translation, with the possibili- 
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ties and impossibilities of crossing the 
city and with today’s new zones of con- 
tact.” The book explores the develop- 
ment of social and literary relations 
among Montreal's linguistic communi- 
ties, which aren't limited to English and 
French. “Yiddish was once Montreal’s 
third most important literary language 
in terms of publishing houses and 
readership,” reveals Simon, who 

also co-edited New 
Readings of Yiddish 
Montreal (University 
of Ottawa Press, 
2007). “And today, 
not only Jews but 
quite a few non- 
Jews, including 
francophones, have 
become interested 
in recovering that 
history.” 

Simon earned her 
PhD in French liter- 
ature from the Université 
de Montréal and arrived 
at Concordia in 1983. 


She’s now working on 


Professor Sherry Simon 
credits Concordia’s diversity 
for sparking her interest in 
translation studies. 


her next book, which will look at other 
past and current cities that are linguisti- 
cally divided, including British-colonial- 
era Calcutta, Habsburg-era Trieste and 
Prague and contemporary Barcelona. 
“The story of many multilingual cities 
comes to an end with the triumph of 
nationalism after 1918. I want to under- 
stand how multilingualism can be a 
positive force in the life of cities.” m 
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Researcher Heather Wray 
and volunteers Gillian 
Jackson and Erin Watson 
at the Concordia 
Greenhouse. Sustainability 
coordinator Jenn Davis 
reports that they will 

soon hire a Greenhouse 
assistant, and construction 
of a 100-ton waste 
composter at the Loyola 
Campus is underway. 


i d % — 
sConcordia's' Gro} 


BY Monica LAFON 


t’s easy to get lost on 

your way to the Concordia 

Greenhouse. There are few 
signs, and the Henry F. Hall 
Building rooftop site is beyond 
the reach of the elevators that 
stop at the 12th floor. But once 
you climb the final flight of 
stairs, you discover “a green 
oasis in an urban jungle,” as 
the Greenhouse promotes itself. 

The Concordia Greenhouse, 

run by Concordia’s Department 
of Geography, Planning and 
Environment and Sustainable 
Concordia, opened in 2006 asa 
site to compost the Hall Building 
cafeteria and cafe's organic 
waste and to conduct research 
and promote education on 


sustainable horticulture. 


al oil 
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On-site manager Mark 
Kwiatkowski, BSc (biol.) 75, says 
the Greenhouse aims to eventu- 
ally become self-sufficient by 
growing and selling plants. He 
displays an Opuntia cactus, the 
sole survivor of the old green- 
house, built in the 1960s but 
unused after the Department 
of Biology moved to the Loyola 
Campus in 2003. This plant, 
he explains, is actually the 
replanted tip of an older cactus. 
“In April, the cactus will be 
two years old,” he says. 

Heather Wray is research 
coordinator for the Montreal 
ecological development 
and integrative design firm 
Ensemble Terre-Ciel, which 
rents a space at the Greenhouse. 
The results from Wray’s 


ingeGreenhouse 


aul 





research on the use of cold 
frames covered with glass that 
function as mini greenhouses, 
will be incorporated into the 
Maison Productive House, 

a project that promotes urban 
agriculture. Gillian Jackson, a 
volunteer and McGill School of 
Environment student, explains 
that she is researching the 
frames’ uses for urban agricul- 
ture in cold climates. Another 
experiment is to grow plants 
vertically on the walls. Says 
Jackson: “I look at the city 
differently now. I see all these 
flat rooftops and think, ‘You 


7 99 


can have a garden up there. ” m 


For more information: 
sustainable.concordia.ca/ 
ourinitiatives/greenhouse 
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imberley Ens Manning, an Assistant Professor 

in Concordia’s Department of Political Science, 
had finished high school in September 1988 when she 
first went to China on a language- and culture-related 
scholarship. Since then, she’s returned to China to study 
and conduct research many times. 

“I was in Beijing when students began demonstrating in 
April 1989 and left a few days before the June 4th massacre 
at Tiananmen Square,” Manning recalls. “Being in the 
streets with a million people demonstrating for some kind 
of democratization whet my appetite for understanding 
China’s history and politics, especially in terms of the role 
of women.” 

Manning’s research now focuses on how women 
have influenced social welfare policies and their 
implementation. “My interviews and archival research 
have prompted me to rethink the whole structure of the 
welfare state and the role women play in constructing it,” 
she says. 

While China’s senior leadership took a predominantly 
maternal approach to policy making in the 50s, women 





Political Science Professor Kimberly Ens Manning's upcoming book, 
States of Activism: Gender and Peasant Mobilization, will explore 
topics that include why the People’s Republic of China established 
a maternal welfare state. 
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in rural areas often ignored the special provisions for 
pregnant or older women on farms and in factories. 
The active role the Communist Party directly played in 
recruiting people in rural areas to adopt its way of thinking 
likely explains why these women rejected any kind of 
special treatment. “The party emphasized the need for 
everyone to sacrifice, to establish a new society in which 
all would flourish in ways that didn’t happen prior to 
communism,” Manning explains. 

Manning is also involved in a project with Concordia and 
McGill researchers that examines why some authoritarian 
regimes, including China, have remained in power despite 
the supposed wave of democratization in the late-’80s and 
early ‘gos. She’s working with other Concordia researchers 
to examine the expansion of Sino-African relations. 

“Is China’s construction of roads, buildings and other 
infrastructure as part of these deals a new development 
model or just business as usual, with China simply dressing 
it up as a brotherhood among developing countries?” 
Manning asks. 

China’s approach has appealed to African leaders 
who felt betrayed by the West when it reduced its foreign 
aid in the ‘gos and attached stricter conditions to what it 
still gave. By contrast, Manning reveals, China has steered 
clear of politics, even though the global community hasn't 
allowed it to back off entirely. As the world’s largest player 
in Sudan’s oil industry, for example, China has begun to 
take a more active role in pressuring Sudan to end the 
violence in Darfur. 


— Julie Gedeon 


PLANNING CITIES 


MASSIVE CITY EXPANSIONS MAKE CHINA 
A RESEARCH MECCA FOR URBAN STUDIES 
PROFESSOR JOHN ZACHARIAS. 


U rban Studies Professor John Zacharias has lost 
count of how often he’s travelled to China since 
first being invited 14, years ago to assess waterfront 
development proposals for its third largest city, Tianjin. 
“It’s definitely the most exciting place to be for me as an 
urban planner right now,” says the Director of Urban 
Studies in Concordia’s Department of Geography, 
Planning and Environment. “China is undergoing such a 
huge transformation, with so many people moving from 
rural areas into cities. We've never seen anything like this 
in history.” 

Zacharias has worked on various projects for Chinese 
cities’ planning bureaus, primarily for the major northeast 
port of Tianjin and for Shenzhen, whose location near 
Hong Kong has made it a rapidly expanding foreign 
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Professor John Zacharias at the Baiyuan Exhibition in China in 
2006. An urban planning specialist, he has received several Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada grants for his 
work on China. “There are so many universal truths for us to learn 
from this huge experiment there, information we'll be able to use to 
improve our cities." 


investment centre. He’s also lectured and collaborated 
with researchers at China’s most important urban planning 
school, Tongji University in Shanghai. 

Each city must submit a master plan to the Chinese 
government every five years. When Zacharias helped Tianjin 
prepare its 2004, plan, he raised concerns about urban 
sprawl. “It’s really tempting for the Chinese government 
to make huge profits by leasing the state farmland around 
Tianjin and other cities and to justify this by its need for 
infrastructure money,” he says. “But there has to be some 
consideration for how people will live and get around in 
future, about what their environment will be like.” 

These days, Zacharias says, “I’m particularly interested 
in the large central walking environments that some cities 
have implemented. They’re big, bold and remarkably 
successful in keeping city centres lively and commercially 
viable, limiting the number of suburban shopping malls.” 

Zacharias, who relied on his years of research about 
pedestrian behaviour, advised Shenzhen on how to 
implement safer ways for pedestrians to navigate this city 
of more than 10 million inhabitants. “There are as many 
cars there as in Montreal now, and they rule the road,” 
Zacharias points out. “So I helped the planning bureau set 
up a study to analyze how pedestrian bridges, underground 
walkways and some road closures might improve things.” 

On at least 10 trips to China, Zacharias has taught a 
research course in the field, taking several Concordia 






students along each time. “The bureaus are really 
interested whenever we do a study relevant to them,” 
he says. “And for young urban planners, China is an 
— Julie Gedeon 


amazing place to see.” 





TEACHING ABOUT WOMEN 


FEMINIST SCHOLAR KARIN DOERR ACTS AS 
A CANADIAN CULTURAL ENVOY TO CHINA. 


C hinese universities have been eager for feminist 
scholar Karin Doerr, L BA 74, to tell them about 
women in Canada. “I’m like a cultural ambassador,” 

says Doerr, a research associate at Concordia’s Simone 
de Beauvoir Institute, who also teaches German in the 
Classics, Modern Languages and Linguistics department. 

Members of a delegation of Chinese academics wanted to 
know more about women’s studies in Canada after they met 
Doerr while visiting Concordia four years ago. “After our 
discussions and email exchanges, I put together profiles 
of leading feminist researchers, using photographs, books 
and film to help their students to understand the work of 
these women,” she says. 

Canada’s Department of Foreign Affairs funded Doerr’s 
initial trip in April 2005 to the Communication University 
of China and Hainan University to lecture and hold 
workshops. She also presented at the National Women’s 
University of China. “Everywhere I went, everyone wanted 
to know as much as possible about the major issues in 
women’s studies in Canada,” Doerr says. 

She teamed up with her husband, Gary Evans, a 
University of Ottawa communications professor who 
previously taught at Concordia, to present Women in 
Canadian Film. Evans, an expert on the National Film 
Board of Canada, helped Doerr select pertinent films. 
“Many students were particularly interested in Ganada’s 
First Nations and we showed some films relating to them,” 
Doerr says. 

Doerr’s presentations of notable women have included 
the Simone de Beauvoir Institute’s Acting Principal 
Vivianne Namaste and her work in transgender studies, 


The Simone de Beauvoir Institute's Karin Doerr, third from left, 
during her last trip to China. She has been invited by Sichuan 
University in Chengdu and Beijing Foreign Studies University to 
present on Canadian feminism and women in literature in April 2008. 



















Communication Studies Associate Professor Leslie 
Regan Shade, whose media studies research often 
focuses on gender and feminist issues, award-winning 
poet and Creative Writing Instructor Stephanie Bolster, 
and Concordia University Part-time Faculty Union 
President Maria Peluso. The connection with students 
has been especially rewarding. “It became a very personal 
experience,” Doerr says. “At first | wondered why they 
would ask strangers for advice but they genuinely wanted 
to know our thoughts about their studies and their future 
plans. Several students are still writing to us today.” 


— Julie Gedeon 


SUPPLY CHAIN EXPERT 


THE JOHN MOLSON SCHOOL OF BUSINESS'S 
SURESH KUMAR GOYAL HELPS CHINESE COMPANIES 
LEARN HOW TO GET BETTER DEALS: 


A lready a leading world exporter, China is seeking to 
gain further production and shipping advantages by 
tapping into the knowledge of supply chain management 
experts like Suresh Kumar Goyal of Goncordia’s John 
Molson School of Business (JMSB). “Companies in China 
realize that even a one or two per cent cost reduction 

can make the difference in obtaining the business of 
large-scale distributors such as Wal-Mart,” says Goyal, 

a professor in the Department of Decision Sciences and 
Management Information Systems. “And they're investing 
heavily in research, innovation, new technology and 
equipment, and delivery systems to achieve this.” 

Hong Kong Polytechnic University is the latest Chinese 
educational institution to invite Goyal to propose ideas 
on behalf of sponsoring companies that export goods to 
North America and Europe. Goyal has been working to 
improve vendor-buyer networks for the past 30 years but 
says supply chains have only become mainstream news 
recently because more and more companies are pressured 
to deliver goods and services at reduced costs and with less 
impact on the environment. 

Most vendors and buyers have already figured out that if 
they collaborate with one another, they'll decrease costs. 
Large companies like Wal-Mart have made huge profits 
by minimizing costs and generating high sales volume 
with low profit margins. Yet these deals tend to be unfair 
to vendors. “One of our goals is to show companies how 
to make things more equitable,” Goyal says. Since it’s the 
same price to ship a cargo container whether it’s full or 
not, for instance, a savvy vendor will offer a discount if a 
buyer agrees to purchase enough merchandise to fill up 
that container. “Or the vendor could offer a discount if the 
buyer purchases multiple products to fill that container,” 


he adds. 


— 
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Supply chain expert Suresh Kumar Goyal works with researchers 
in Chinese universities on how to improve the efficiency of 
Chinese suppliers and vendors. 


Goyal says he’s amazed at how little North American 
universities and corporations concentrate on supply chain 
management research compared with those in China. 
Low labour costs and commitment to efficiency allow 
Chinese companies to make a profit on everything from 
the greeting cards sold at North American dollar stores to 
the $14,000, fully loaded, mid-size sport utility vehicle 
that four carmakers rolled out at this year’s auto show in 
Detroit, Mich. “Chinese automakers plan to introduce a 
$6,000 compact vehicle to the North American market 
by 2011. If those vehicles meet our safety standards, they 
could spell the end of North America’s auto industry,” 
Goyal predicts. 


— Julie Gedeon 


n response to why Chinese language and culture 

programs are so popular across North America, Lian 
Duan, an assistant professor in Concordia’s Department 
of Classics, Modern Languages and Linguistics, says, “The 
rapid industrial development of the country means that 
many Canadian companies and governments want to do 
business with China. As a result, students, especially from 
finance, economics and business programs, believe that 
studying Chinese will give them an advantage. At the same 
time, Chinese culture has been gaining a higher profile in 
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the Western world.” 

So Duan has no trouble rounding up students who want 
to spend eight summer weeks studying language and 
culture in China. The immersion visit is integrated into 
Concordia’s Chinese program, created in 2004, which 
focuses on language (including a course in Chinese for 
business) but also includes courses in modern Chinese 
literature, culture and visual culture. Another course in 
pre-modern literature is in the works, as is the creation of 
a major program. Duan has led the Chinese program since 
its inauguration and is its only full-time faculty member. 
Concordia plans to hire another full-time professor this 
fall to meet growing demand. 

In summer 2006, Duan took 14, undergraduates to the 
International Studies Institute of Nanjing University. 
Last year, 18 students repeated the experience at Zhejiang 
University in the historic city of Hangzhou, and this year’s 
cohort will grow to 20. The lucky participants follow daily, 
four-hour classes in Mandarin, the equivalent of nine 
credits of coursework, along with another three-credit 
course on Chinese culture. 

“The program is a wonderful experience. The students 
love it but there are always ways to improve,” Duan points 
out. He is working to bring partner universities’ grading 
systems in line with Concordia’s. What’s more, while every 
Concordia course offers students a syllabus at the start of 
each term, this practice is unheard of in some university 
programs in China. “I don’t tell them to change their 
teaching, but I give some very polite suggestions. I say, 

‘At Concordia, I prepare a syllabus for my students and 
I can give you a sample that you can look at,’ ” Duan says. 


— Patrick McDonagh 


The intensive Chinese language immersion program, offered by the 
Department of Classics, Modern Languages and Linguistics and 
led by Lian Duan, takes a group of Concordia students to differing 
Chinese universities each year. Seen here from the 2006 trip are 
Duan, far right, with students Julie Chehade, Maimouna Brownrigg 
and Karin Hum in the city of Zhouzhuang. 


DUAL BENEFITS 


BIOLOGY PROFESSOR ADRIAN TSANG'S WORK ON 
CREATING FUEL FROM MOLECULAR COMPONENTS 
INTERESTS HIS CHINESE RESEARCHERS, 


a} he practical and economic benefits of Concordia 
Biology Professor Adrian Tsang’s work on how 
molecular components could be transformed into fuel 

has caught the attention of Chinese researchers. “They 
had read my publications and wanted to work with us,” 
explains Tsang, who is also chair of Concordia’s Centre for 
Structural and Functional Genomics. 





Biology Professor Adrian Tsang says collaboration with peers at 
Chinese universities benefits more than just research findings. “We 
also learn about how their administration works, how their programs 
are structured, how their lectures are organized. I'm interested in 
discovering how people do things.” 


Tsang studies the DNA structure of enzymes, such as 
those produced by fungi, which break down unwanted 
biomass, such as leaves, stems and branches, into 
molecular components that could then be transformed 
to make fuels such as ethanol and diesel or to replace the 
chemicals used in industrial processes. 

Shichuen Agricultural University’s Wan Chen Li worked 
with Tsang and his team in 2002-03, and Jian Zhao, from 
Shandong University, one of China’s oldest and most 
prestigious institutions, stayed on from September 2006 
to 2007. Visiting professors usually come to work on 
research projects and to learn about how we work here,” 
Tsang explains. 

While these relationships are informal, they could 
potentially lead to more official connections. “The 








professors at Shandong University are doing research 
similar to ours, trying to transform biomass into energy, 
so I can see potential for collaborations there,” he says. 
Indeed, his lab has previously hosted postdoctoral fellows 
from Shandong, and two years ago, the dean and the 
director of its research institute visited to discuss more 
formal links. 

Tsang recently received an invitation from Zhao, now 
back in China, to present later this year at Shandong and 
to discuss mechanisms for funding collaboration. “But 
unfortunately, money doesn't cross borders easily, and we 
have different funding cycles, so it’s not as straightforward 
as with some other countries,” Tsang says. 

In the meantime, his informal connections are paying 
off. Ties with Shandong have been strengthened and 
further shared projects are a definite possibility. Tsang 
has also co-authored publications with Li, his first visitor. 
“These collaborations are good for the University profile, 
which is difficult to quantify but is important,” Tsang says. 

— Patrick McDonagh 


FLOWING THE OTHER WAY 


MANAGEMENT PROFESSOR TERRI LITUCHY 
EXAAVAINES THE POSITIVE EFFECTS OF 
CHINESE INVESTMENT IN CANADA. 


ike water running 


downhill, foreign 
direct investment (FDI) 
flows from developed to 
developing countries— 
rarely in the opposite 
direction. But while 
China is still considered 
a developing country 
economically, its 
investment dollars 
are streaming into 
Management Professor Terri Lituchy's Canada—a welcome turn 
collaborative research with Chinese of affairs since the last 


scholar Lijuan Du looks at the 
atypical investment direction from 


three decades have seen 


“developing” China into “developed” FDI into Canada fall 
Canada. steadily while outward 
FDI has risen. 


This unusual investment path intrigued Chinese scholar 
Lijyuan Du so much that when she received a postdoctoral 
fellowship from the Chinese government, she decided 
to spend the 2005-06 academic year working with JMSB 
Management Professor Terri Lituchy, whom she had met 
previously at international conferences. Lituchy, Director 
of the JMSB’s International Business Program, studies 
how cultural differences, such as those between China and 
Canada, influence business dealings, negotiations and 
communications. 
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Du and Lituchy investigated the characteristics of 
Chinese FDI in Canada, and their results will soon appear 
in the International Journal of Organizational Analysis. 
Recent Chinese investment in Canada allows for the study 
of a hitherto unexamined phenomenon but one that will 
become more common as China and other developing 
countries like India assume more global- market 
prominence and begin to invest abroad. 

While traditional FDI models dictate that the recipient 
usually benefits from knowledge and technology transfer, 
this does not apply to Chinese investment in Canadian 
companies. “Because there has been so little work at this 
direction of FDI, we are analyzing conventional models to 
see what aspects of them might still apply,” says Lituchy. 
“Chinese firms have lots of money to invest, which is 
unusual for a developing country.” And Canada is filled 
with many investment opportunities, including natural 
resources, access to the massive NAFTA market, technical 
expertise and a proven capacity for innovation, and 
government and business support for inward FDI. 

While Du is now based at Hebei University in Baoding 
(about 14.0 km south of Beijing), plenty of material 
remains for ongoing collaboration. China’s share of 
Canadian inward FDI currently lies at about one per cent 
but is expected to increase dramatically. “We've already 
looked at some Canadian firms that Chinese companies 
have invested in, so we could come back in a couple of 
years to see what has happened with them,” says Lituchy. 
“And, of course, we don't know if, or how, the strength of 
the Canadian dollar will affect investment.” But the future 
is most likely rosy. “It is expected that Chinese FDI will be 
successful in Canada,” their study concludes. 


— Patrick McDonagh 


UNREELING CHINA 


CINEMA CHAIR PETER RIST BRINGS 
CHINESE FILM STUDIES HOME. 


P ossibly because in the Western world—including 
the filmmaking world—it’s easy to take rights and 
freedoms for granted, Westerners’ attempts at capturing 
Chinese culture on screen are often met with suspicion 
in China, relates Concordia Department of Cinema Chair 
Peter Rist. “So any joint projects mean that non-Chinese 
often want to work on things that are banned in China.” 
Chinese filmmakers have stirred up their own pot for 
years. Rist points to writer-director Dai Sijie, whose 
projects were initially supported by China but then 
banned. But somehow, says Rist, Chinese filmmakers are 
finding ways to make their voices heard. Once, institutions 
like the Beijing Film Academy controlled access to 
studios and equipment. Our digital age has changed those 
dynamics so that filmmakers can shoot underground. 
Embraced by Chinese colleagues as an authority on its 
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Peter Rist, chair of the Department of Cinema, recently received a 
rare collection of Chinese films and hopes to see a centre for Chinese 
or Asian films at Concordia and other universities for the sharing of 
valuable material. 


cinema, Rist feels fortunate, especially because he can't 
read or speak Chinese, and he has conducted his research 
along “official routes.” In the mid-’8os, Rist’s interests 

in Chinese cinema took shape with the emergence of so- 
called fifth-generation Chinese films that, he explains, 
“were coming out of the Beijing Film Academy after a 
cultural revolution with a very specific new set of freedoms. 
I was just becoming aware of them between 1985 and 1989 
when I began working at Concordia.” 

Since 1991, Rist has assisted Tammy Cheung, BFA 
94,, with a Chinese film festival in Montreal that she ran 
while finishing her Concordia degree. In the mid-’gos, 
Rist regularly attended the Hong Kong Film Festival 
while researching, publishing and lecturing on Chinese 
silent films. Shui-Bo Wang, writer-director of the Oscar- 
nominated documentary Sunrise over Tiananmen Square 
(1998), introduced Rist to the Beijing Opera and Film 
Academy for his 2000 visit, and he returned in 2002 
with a delegation of Concordia faculty members to sign 
agreements for exciting academic exchanges. 

Thanks to the Chinese Consulate in Montreal, Rist 
recently helped acquire a rare collection of Chinese films 
for the Concordia vault that the Cinémathéque québécoise 
has already accessed. “It’s important that we continue to 
develop these exchanges. There are good opportunities 
for disseminating Chinese film in Canada, and we aren't 


seeing enough of that programming in Montreal,” Rist 
— David King 


stresses. 








THEATRE'S NEW WARRIOR 


THEATRE PROFESSOR ROBERT REID UNVEILS 
CHINESE OPERA FOR CONCORDIA STUDENTS. 


omparing Canadian to Chinese theatre, Concordia 

Department of Theatre Associate Professor Robert 
Reid asserts, is like comparing apples to oranges. Chinese 
Opera (sometimes called “Beijing Opera”) requires a 
highly physical, disciplined and impeccably detailed 
training that emerged well before North America’s 20th- 
century-influenced theatre practices. What Chinese refer 
to as “drama” is our Western theatre and just one of a few 
possible routes, along with Chinese Opera (“Xiqu”), for 
Chinese theatre students. 

Last June, Reid spent three weeks behind the scenes at 
the world-renowned National Academy of Chinese Theatre 
Arts (NACTA) in Beijing, soaking up Chinese Opera and 
lecturing on Canadian theatre. “Before a student enters 
NACTA, he has to go through a pre-academy, and it’s 
there that the student is advised what character he or she 
will study,” Reid relates. “There are sets of characters in 
Xiqu, and each character requires a certain set of skills. 
For the “‘Wucheng’ (the warrior), you may need strong 
acrobatic skills, for example. As a performer's strengths 
are discovered, the chosen or assigned character—that one 
part—will be played out by the student for all of his life.” 


Theatre professor Robert Reid visited 
Beijing's National Academy of Chinese 
Theatre Arts in June. Pictured here is a 
student performer (wusheng) at NACTA. 


Thanks to Reid’s visit, Goncordia’s Theatre department 
will benefit from a rare exchange with NACTA. This 
fall, Lyu Suosen, a highly respected actor and the head 
of NACTA’s directing school, will teach two classes at 
Concordia, accompanied by four exchange students who 
will assist him with translations and stage demonstrations. 
Following this visit, 10 to 16 Concordia Fine Arts students 
will head to Beijing to train at NACTA while learning 
Chinese. 

Reid says he’s excited that one of Lyu’s classes will be 
on Chinese culture and Opera and that all students and 
the general public will be able to participate. This class will 
culminate in live stage performances by Lyu, along with 
NACTA and Concordia theatre students. “This exchange 
is really going to invigorate training at Concordia and 
hopefully we'll be able to integrate this approach into 
our teaching,” he says. 

In Western theatre, Reid explains, “We try to attract an 
audience with the story but we often sacrifice the poetic 
aspect of the performance. In Chinese Opera, artist 
and audience come forward with knowledge of the story. 

A young woman on stage, for example, may turn to look 
at her lover but that turn has been rehearsed hundreds of 
times. It has a detail and a poetic quality that we just don't 
have in Western drama.” 

— David King 





ART AND THE OBSERVER 


ART EDUCATION’S DAVID PARISER LOOKS AT 
HOW CHINESE AND WESTERNERS APPRECIATE 
ART DIFFERENTLY. 


| t was by happy accident that David Pariser, who 
teaches in Concordia’s Department of Art Education 
and is director of Student-teaching Internships for the 
BFA Specialization Program, first 
encountered the early childhood 
graphics of Chinese children. In the 
early ‘gos, Pariser became thesis 
advisor for LiQin Tan, MFA 93, who 
is now professor of art and head of 
animation at Rutgers University in 
Camden, N.J. Tan arrived at 
Concordia in the late ‘80s, 
just before the Tiananmen 
Square protests. 
ahd 


impressed by Tan's intelligence and spirit. Tan 


Pariser was immediately 


soon helped familiarize Pariser with Eastern 
art through 11-year-old Chinese prodigy 
Wang Yani, who toured the West in 1989. After 
seeing Yani's exhibition in San Francisco, 
Calif., Pariser began to formulate more global 
questions and comparisons that could be 
integrated into his research on 
“the universalities of graphic 
development and of what's specific 
to a culture,” Pariser says. “In 

the early ‘90s, Yani’s appearance 
catalyzed many of my interests: 
developmental psychology, the 
study of artistically gifted children 
and cross-cultural aesthetics.” 

Pariser and Tan developed a 
series of small studies around 
Yani’s work, and discovered that 
Chinese Montreal artists were not as impressed by her 
artistry as their Western counterparts. Pariser continued 
his cross-cultural explorations of aesthetics and graphic 
representation in the mid-’gos. Alongside colleagues Axel 
van den Berg of McGill and Anna Kindler of the University 
of British Columbia, he investigated an aesthetic theory— 
advanced by educational psychologist Howard Gardner— 
called the “U-Curve,” which claims that young children’s 
artwork is highly aesthetic but loses these qualities as the 
child matures. Only works by individuals destined to be 
artists regain their aesthetic qualities. 

In 1997, Pariser and his colleagues launched a research 
program that tested Gardner's theory by comparing 
Chinese and North American judges’ assessments of the 
same set of drawings by artists and non-artists of all ages 
from Montreal's Chinese community. “We had Eastern and 
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Western art-trained judges who completely failed to agree 
with one another. Western-trained judges found that a 
U-Curve did exist and the Chinese-trained judges didn't,” 
Pariser recalls. 

In 2000, Pariser and his colleagues funded a study with 
a larger sample of 3,000 drawings and 190 judges from 
Canada, Brazil and Taiwan. Their results revealed that 
the propensity to equate children’s art with the work of 
mature artists was not specific to Western artists, and the 
majority of judges found no parallels between the works 
of children and adults. “We’re processing a lot of material, 
publishing our findings and mining the data that we have 
accumulated,” he says. 


— David King 
















Art Education's David Pariser with Chinese artwork of traditional 
door gods, called ““men-shen.” He says: “China is fascinating right 
now. It is worth studying the art market, and seeing what kind of 
art the new middle class is gravitating towards.” Inset: Paintings of 
men-shen by six-year-old children from China's Gou Dong Province. 


EQUALS FOUR 


CONCORDIA'SS DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING, 
CIVIL AND ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING'S 
TWO PLUS TWO PROGRAM PROVIDES CHINESE 
STUDENTS WITH A MUCH-NEEDED SKILL IN 
RESPONSE TO CHINA'S CONSTRUCTION BOOM. 


| n 1998, the sleepy Chinese economic giant was 
beginning to waken. “At that time, China was booming 
with construction, but Hunan University did not have 

a building engineering program,” recalls Concordia 
Professor Fariborz Haghighat of the Department of 
Building, Civil and Environmental Engineering. Guogiang 
Zhang, a visiting professor from Hunan University, was 
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Former Concordia President Frederick Lowy led a Concordia 
delegation that visited Hunan University in 2005. The universities 
signed an agreement to continue the successful the Two plus Two 
program. 


spending the year at Concordia’s Faculty of Engineering 
and Computer Science. “The visiting scholar thought of 
the idea of sending their students here for four years. It 
turned out that would have been financially very difficult, 
so we figured out a way that their best students could study 
building engineering there two years and at Concordia two 
years, Haghighat says. 

They called the program Two plus Two. Since 2003, 
Hunan University has sent a number of its top engineering 
students to Concordia each year so they can spend their 
next two years here. “It’s been very successful,” says 
Haghighat. “The students who have come here have done 
well. The first year we started with two students, and now 
we have between five and 10 a year.” 

Hunan University students must meet a number of 
requirements, including retaining top marks, having 
superior English language skills, a visa and the ability to 
finance themselves for two years. 

The Two plus Two program is available to Building, Civil 
and Environmental Engineering undergraduate students 
only. Haghighat reports that within Concordia’s Faculty of 
Engineering and Computer Science they're considering 
whether to expand [wo plus Two to other programs. 

On the graduate level, “China needs 4,000 to 5,000 
professors over the next few years,” he says. “Because 
of the need to train PhDs, China has recently set up 
a scholarship fund to send their students here. One 
graduate student has been admitted to Concordia.” 

While not all Two plus Two graduates return home— 
one, in fact, has just begun his master’s degree at 
Concordia—the program provides a great benefit to a 
country in need of building and civil engineers, and 
Haghighat points out that other Chinese universities 
have now shown interest as well. 
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UNDER CONTROL 


MECHANICAL ENGINEERING PROFESSOR 
CAUN-YI SU's RESEARCH DELVES INTO 
THE CONTROL OF ROBOTIC SYSTEM, 


Y ou might call Ghun- Yi Sua control freak— 
of mechanical systems like robotics, that is. 

A native of China and now a professor in Concordia’s 
Department of Mechanical Engineering, Su earned 
his degrees from the Shaanxi Institute of Mechanical 
Engineering (now Xi'an University of Technology) and 
South China University of Technology. “When I was invited 
to the University of Victoria in 1991 to be a postdoctoral 
fellow, I had never been to Canada,” Su says. He stayed 
at the University of Victoria until 1998, when Concordia 
hired Su as an assistant professor in the Department of 
Mechanical Engineering. He quickly moved up the ladder 
and in 2007 was named a full professor. 

Su is also a Concordia Research Chair in Control of Non- 
Smooth Dynamic Systems. “I do research in non-linear 
control systems such as robotics. In reality, everything is 
non-linear,” he explains. For example, his research results 
help improve programming of high-precision instruments 
used for nano-scale manipulation, such as for injections 
into a cell, where the tiniest misstep leads to failure. 

Su retains strong connections to his homeland, 
and says that Concordia’s long history of research 
collaboration with Chinese universities has resulted in 
strong connections today. “I was the general chair of an 
international conference on dynamics, instrumentation 
and control, in Nanjing in August 2004,” he says. “And 
I just received a visiting appointment as a Chang Jiang 
Chair Professorship by China’s Ministry of Education, a 
prestigious appointment given only to a few professors 
outside China.” He also proudly reports that one of his 
former graduate students, Enrong Wang, PhD (mech. eng.) 
06, is now dean of the School of Electrical and Automation 
Engineering at Nanjing Normal University. 

He has witnessed the 


= 


tremendous changes China 
has undergone since his 
departure. “Fifteen to 

20 years ago, China was 
underdeveloped and put very 
little money into research,” 
he says. “It’s now booming. 
The Chinese government has 
invested huge money into 
universities and research, 





which has given a lot of 


Says Mechanical Engineering room for collaboration. 
Professor Chun-Yi Su: 

“| started work in robotic 
manipulation in 1987, so 
the technology has changed 


greatly since then.” 


That research collaboration 
benefits both China and 
Concordia.” @ 
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AS CONCORDIA’ SIMONE GE BEAU 


ITS 30TH ANNIVERSARY BNO THE CENTENARY OF ITS NEMESAKE’S BIRTHUAL, 


IT REMAINS A VITAL CENTRE OF WOMEN'S CTUGIES AND COMMUNITY ACTIVISM 


hen a group of feminist scholars 
from Concordia University 
approached the French author 





and philosopher Simone de 
Beauvoir (1908-1986) some 30 years ago 
to name their nascent women’s studies 
institute after her, “I’m not sure she 

had a clue what we were up to,” recalls 
Mair Verthuy, the Simone de Beauvoir 
Institute’s first principal. “But she 
agreed. After all, nothing had ever been 
named after her to that point. The French 
were not hot on Simone de Beauvoir back 
then. Now, at least she has a bridge 

[in Paris] named after her.” 

Concordia’s Simone de Beauvoir 
Institute, which this year celebrates its 
3oth anniversary, as well as the 100th 
anniversary of its namesake's birth, is a 
college of many firsts. It was the home of 
Canada’s first university women’s studies 
program, offered some of the first 
courses in lesbian studies and the first 
course on the history of black women 


VOIR INSTITUTE CELEBRATES 


by Rhonda Mullins 


through the Department of Philosophy. 
“The course that they put together 

was the real breakthrough,” Verthuy, 

a retired Concordia French Studies 
professor, explains. “They were made 
fun of; they were praised. But it was then 
that people started building courses in 
women’s studies.” 

The impetus behind the creation of an 
actual institute came after the merger of 
Sir George Williams and Loyola College 
to form Concordia University in 1974. 
At the time, Concordia was toying 
with the idea of adding colleges. “Ian 
Campbell, who was dean of Arts at Sir 
George Williams, wanted to humanize 
what was going to be a large institution 
by having colleges,” Verthuy says. “Sheila 
McDonough from Religion, who was 
involved in women’s studies as our 
Islamist, suggested a women’s studies 
college. She said we should go for it.” 

Over the next several months, that’s 
exactly what they did. The professors 


involved in women’s studies met with 


When the then-rector, John O’Brien, 
wrote to de Beauvoir to ask for her con- 
sent, her reply fell somewhat short of the 
protocol and legal niceties the University 
sought. “This torn piece of paper came 
back, no date, virtually illegible, with 
basically just the words ‘J’accepte. Simone 
de Beauvoir,’ ” Verthuy recalls. “What 
was she accepting? When was she accept- 
ing? You couldn't tell. So I wrote a second 
letter explaining the administrative ne- 
cessities, and she sent back another torn 
piece of paper but this time, with a date 
saying that she accepted that the Institute 
bear her name. And that’s in the 
University archives.” 

In early 1978, the Concordia Board 
of Governors approved in principle 
the establishment of the Liberal Arts 
College, Lonergan University College and 
the Institute for Women’s Studies, which 
was renamed the Simone de Beauvoir 
Institute two months later and opened 
its doors that fall. Thérése Casgrain was 
named honorary principal in 1961. 


oe “Fhis torn piece of paper came back, no date, 
=~ virtually illegible, with basically just the 
“=-words “J’accepte. Simone de Beauvoir." 


25 years ago. In January, France's Nouvel 
Observateur magazine touted the Simone 
of Beauvoir Institute as North America’s 
most “universally renowned” gender 
studies program. 

While the Institute was founded in 
1978, women’s studies at Concordia 
actually dates back to 1970 at Sir George 
Williams University. Greta Hofmann 
Nemiroff and Christine Allen (who later 
became Sister Prudence Allen) were the 
catalysts for the first course in the disci- 
pline, the Nature of Woman, offered 
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students, staff, secretaries and anyone 
else who wanted to attend meetings about 
setting up the college. And there was no 
lack of inspiration for the college’s name. 
“I thought that it was time we recognized 
a Canadian,” Verthuy says. “And I would 
have been very happy with Thérése 
Casgrain [the celebrated leader of the 
Quebec women’s suffrage movement]. 
The others argued, and in the end they 
were right. Naming it after Simone de 
Beauvoir would give it more interna- 
tional recognition.” 


Inquiry and action 

Fast forward to the present, and the 
Institute has lived up to the de Beauvoir 
name. It boasts about 160 program 
students pursuing a Bachelor of Arts with 
a major, minor, certificate or specializa- 
tion in women’s studies. It also has about 
700 more students enrolled in courses. 
It’s clearly flourishing. Courses cover a 
diverse list of topics, such as pop culture, 
black women’s culture, lesbian issues, 
globalization, body modification, 
Ireland, First Nations, peace and urban 





ig : . 6 6 6 6 6 8 2 ee ee . 
eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee eee 


ce 6 & i 
fe ff e222 












issues—all combining the traditions of 


inquiry and action for which women’s 
studies, feminism and de Beauvoir 
herself are known. 

Of course, some of the issues have 
evolved since the Institute’s opening. 
Gada Mahrouse, BA (Eng. lit.) 91, an 
assistant professor who joined the 
Institute in January as a specialist on 
race, racism and anti-colonialism, 
considers the pressing issues in women’s 
studies today to be “war, occupation, 
imperialism and other forms of state 
violence. Gone are the days when 
students could only be concerned with 
issues in our own backyard. We are now 
so inundated with information on global 
suffering—and we are so inextricably 
linked to that suffering—that the most 
pressing issues are about how our lives 
impact the lives of others around the 
world,” Mahrouse points out. 

The Institute also tackles issues that 
are closer to home, such as reasonable 
accommodation for ethnic minorities. 
In November 2007, it published 
“Reasonable Accommodation: 

A Feminist Response,” a rejoinder to 
the Bouchard-Taylor Commission’s 
public consultations on the state of 
accommodation in Quebec. Explains 
Mahrouse: “Since September, the 
students, my colleagues and I have been 
preoccupied with the issue. For many 

of us, this commission has been very 
disconcerting. We were quite distressed 
by the ways some of the ideas within the 
debate, and the responses they have 
provoked, were going unchallenged, for 
example, the proposal by the Conseil du 
20 | 
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statut de la femme du Québec for laws 
that would ban the wearing of ‘ostenta- 
tious’ religious symbols in public 
institutions by public employees. Basically, 
what this means is that women who wear a 
hijab will be excluded from certain jobs.” 

The two-page document, which can be 
found at artsandsciencel.concordia.ca/ 
wsdb, was penned by students and fac- 
ulty. The succinct response calls into 
question the Commission's legitimacy 
and impact and raises some forgotten is- 
sues. The document states, for example, 
that “listening to people ‘air out’ their 
racism is not conducive to promoting 
critical reflection and dialogue, but in- 
stead creates a climate of fear-mongering 
and moral panic. . . . The CSF would bet- 
ter serve the interests of women in 
Quebec by focusing on the conditions of 
poverty, violence, criminalization and 
racism that many of us face, and not on 
what women wear.” It doesn’t pull many 
punches. But then again, feminism, the 
Institute and Simone de Beauvoir have 
never been recognized for their subtlety 
of language. 

Instead, their history is steeped in 
action and activism, a large part of the 
Institute’s essence. "Women’s studies 
is interesting as a discipline because 
as a field of inquiry it emerged, in part, 
through the women’s movement and the 
labour of concrete organizing,” explains 
Viviane Namaste, the Institute’s interim 
principal. “That’s a trajectory not shared 
by all academics.” Lillian Robinson, the 
much-loved principal of the Institute 
from 2000 until her death in 2006, was 
one of the leading feminist theorists of 


the 2oth century and an ardent activist. 
Her legacy lives on. “There’s a great deal 
of interest in understanding women’s 
organizing and mobilizing among our 
students,” Namaste says. “And a number 
of courses we ve offered in recent years 
reflect that.” 


Battle rages 

It is precisely this dialogue between 
theory and practice that keeps the 
Institute, and women’s studies in gen- 
eral, relevant at a time when some think 
that the battle for women’s equality has 
been won. “You know, we don't just have 
access to abortion in Canada because we 
have access to abortion,” Namaste says. 
“We have it because women and men 
descended into the streets and 
demanded it, and because they made 
the compelling argument that if you 
don't provide safe access to abortion, 
women are going to have illegal abor- 
tions, and they're going to die. As they 
did. Feminism marks and honours that 
struggle and that labour.” 

Aside from the concerns typically 
attributed to the feminist movement, 
such as reproductive rights, pay equity 
and equal political representation, the 
discipline extends to countless other 
directions. The April 28-29 interdisci- 
plinary conference “Feminist Research 
at Concordia” will exemplify that by 
covering themes that include feminism 
and food, women in business and femi- 
nist perspectives in science. 

While the Institute commemorates 
the struggles of earlier generations of 
feminists, it is not mired in the past. 
“The Institute is a great, dynamic place,” 
Namaste says. “It’s exciting to be part 
of the college system with one of the 
mandates being to reach out to the 
community. It speaks really highly 
of Concordia, and researchers, teachers 
and students come here because of that.” 
As Simone de Beauvoir herself once said: 
“When I was tormented by what was 
happening in the world, it was the world 
I wanted to change, not my place in it.” m 


Rhonda Mullins, MA 96, is a Montreal 


freelance writer. 


HOME and AUTO INSURANCE 


for members of Concordia University 
Alumni Association 


Insurance program sponsored by: 


WCUAA 


Concordia University 
Alumni Association 


“This is my SOLUTION.” 


As a partner of Concordia University Alumni Association, 
TD Meloche Monnex offers you high-quality home and auto insurance 
products, preferred group rates and exceptional service. 


NEW) Identity Plus Solution”, our latest innovation in home insurance, reflects 
our commitment to superior coverage. The most advanced product of its kind 
in Canada, it provides a complete identity restoration service in the event of 
identity theft. Call us today to learn more. 


Enjoy savings through Mieloche en 
PREFERRED GROU p RATES: Insurance for professionals and alumni 


Due to provincial legislation, our auto insurance program is not offered in 
British Columbia, Manitoba or Saskatchewan. The TD Meloche Monnex home and auto 
insurance program is underwritten by Security National Insurance Company and 
distributed by Meloche Monnex Insurance and Financial Services Inc. in Quebec and by 
Meloche Monnex Financial Services Inc. in other provinces and territories. Identity Plus 
Solution is a trademark of Meloche Monnex Inc. 


















Learning 


Professors Erica Lehrer 

and Frank Chalk are among 
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experts. Chalk says that the 
Montreal Institute for Genocide 
and Human Rights Studies 
workshop series regularly brings 
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“The workshops attract many 
students. They motivate, inspire 
and provide examples of the 
important jobs that can be 
found in our area.” 








Concordia s Montreal Institute for Genocide and Human Rights Studies 


relies on past lessons to prevent future atrocities 


hilosopher George Santayana’s 
p oft-cited words, “Those who 

cannot remember the past are 
condemned to repeat it,” undoubtedly 
resonate for those who study the brutal 
history of genocide and human rights 
abuses. But scholars at Concordia’s 
Montreal Institute for Genocide and 
Human Rights Studies (MIGS) take that 
counsel one step further by aspiring not 
only to remember the past but also to 
forge ahead and resolve conflicts before 
they degenerate into large-scale atrocities. 


by Howard Bokser 


the English one,” he says. “Local radio 
stations broadcasting in their own 
African languages, like Kikuyu, Kalenjin 
and Luo, are inciting people in various 
regions to engage in ethnic cleansing, re- 
taliatory killings and killings designed to 
take land from so-called intruding 
groups in several parts of Kenya.” 

Chalk says there are concrete ways for 
foreign governments to help. “The very 
popular call-in radio shows are sitting 
ducks for the dissemination of hate 
speech because they have no tape- delay 





Leadership, energy and vision are 


needed to reach such lofty goals, and 
MIGS Director and Concordia Professor 
of History Frank Chalk fits the bill. In 
1980, Chalk and Concordia Emeritus 
Professor of Sociology Kurt Jonassohn 
taught the world’s first university course at 
Concordia on the study of genocide from 
ancient times to the present. In 1986, they 
co-founded MIGS, and four years later, 
published the landmark textbook The 
History and Sociology of Genocide: Analyses 
and Case Studies (Yale University Press). 
Today, Chalk teaches graduate seminars 
and two undergraduate courses on the 
history and sociology of genocide, super- 
vises graduate students and lends his 
expertise to authorities around the world. 
For example, Chalk recently advised 
the U.S. State Department and Canadian 
Department of Foreign Affairs on geno- 
cide prevention strategies in Kenya. 
“The primary means of disseminating 
news in rural Kenya, where most of the 
people live, is by radio, and within the 
radio audience, the vernacular-language 
listenership is as big as—or bigger than— 


systems, unlike in North America. 

The result is that call-in radio hosts are 
in no position to monitor what goes to 
air, even if they want to. I’m encouraging 
the Canadian and U.S. governments to 
subsidize the acquisition of tape-delay 
systems,” he cites as an example, adding 
that “another thing that can be done is 
to buy spot ads on commercial radio 
stations in Kenya, allowing the elders 

of the affected communities to calm 
down young people in commercials, 
saying, don't do this, and here’s why 
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you shouldn't do this. 


Where there’s a will... 

Many students associated with MIGS who 
have earned a BA, MA or PhD in History 
with a concentration in Genocide Studies 
have applied their knowledge to the pre - 
vention of human rights abuses. Notable 
graduates include Jocelyne A. L. Serveau, 
MA 02, who works with European non- 
governmental organizations (NGOs) 

that deal with human rights violations, 
Michael Innes, BA co, MA 03, an infor- 
mation analyst at Supreme Headquarters 


Allied Powers Europe in Brussels, 
Belgium, Patrick Reed, MA 96, associate 
producer and researcher for the award- 
winning documentary Shake Hands with 
the Devil: The Journey of Roméo Dallaire, 
and Marc Drouin, MA 06, who’s now 
pursuing a PhD at the Université de 
Montréal. “Marc’s MA thesis was on the 
mass killing of native highlanders in 
Guatemala in the early 1980s,” Chalk 
reports. “I never thought there was geno- 
cide but Marc has demonstrated there 
was, and his thesis is now in the hands of 
the Department of Justice in Ottawa and 
the Human Rights division of the U.S. 
Citizenship and Immigration Services. 
They will use his findings when they 
throw the book at some of the guys living 
in Canada and the States who were tor- 
turers—or worse—in Guatemala.” 

As a Faculty of Arts and Science 
research centre, MIGS mounts several 
significant projects, such as the Will to 
Intervene (W2I). “Wal is research with 
a practical outcome, which is to teach 
advocates and opinion makers—NGOs, 
the media, faith communities, business, 
trade unions and legislatures—how 
to mobilize the top Canadian and U.S. 
political leaders to help prevent the next 
Rwanda,” Chalk explains. “The results of 
our research should teach us how best to 
mobilize them to react to situations like 
Darfur, the Congo or Kenya, to make 
‘Never again!’ more than a slogan. Kenya 
is not a genocide yet, but Darfur and 
the Congo are major human rights 
catastrophes. If Kenya isn’t pushed back 
into the mainstream, it can become an 
even bigger tragedy over the next two to 
three years.” 

Wal has been given a significant 
boost by a $1.3-million gift in March 
from James Stanford, L BSc58, LLD 00, 
President of Stanford Resource 
Management in Calgary and retired pres- 
ident and chief executive officer of 
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Petro-Canada. Stanford 
says he personally endorses 
Wal and hopes that his do- 
nation will not only spur 
the program’s initiatives 
but also elicit similar 
support from other philan- 
thropists. “The important 
work of MIGS and the Wal 
program on genocide pre- 
vention, research and 
education has never been more rele- 
vant,” Stanford says. 

“Mr. Stanford’s generous donations, 
this recognition by a business leader of 
the importance of our kind of work in 
the social sciences and humanities, 
will fund the Wal initiative, along with 
various MIGS activities that are part of 
our five-year strategic plan when Wal 
is completed 16 months from now,” 
Chalk points out. 

In 2006, MIGS jointly developed 
Wal with Senator Lieutenant-General 
(Ret.) Roméo Dallaire, who, as the 
Force Commander for United Nations 
Assistance Mission for Rwanda from 
1993 to 1994,, witnessed genocide’s 
horrors first-hand. Senator Dallaire 
has since become Canada’s leading peace 
advocate, and was named MIGS Senior 


James Stanford 





Prevention of Genocide 

and other Crimes against 
Humanity in Ottawa, and the 
United Nations Advisory 
Committee on the 
Prevention of Genocide. 

We couldn’t ask for a better 
collaborator. He recognizes 
the utility and the long-term 
value of what we're doing.” 

Another major MIGS co- 
initiative is Life Stories of Montrealers 
Displaced by War, Genocide and other 
Human Rights Violations, a five-year 
research project led by Department of 
History Associate Professor Steven High, 
who also holds a Canada Research Chair 
(Tier 2) in Public History. The project’s 
researchers will interview 600 genocide 
survivors living in Montreal and examine 
their experiences and memories of 
trauma and displacement. Life Stories 
recently was awarded a $1-million grant 
from the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council. 

In fall 2007, the Department of 
History recruited scholar Erica Lehrer, 
whose work focuses on the aftermath 
of violence. Lehrer, who was awarded 
a Canada Research Chair (Tier 2) in 
Post-Conflict Memory, Ethnography 
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literally on the bodies 





Fellow in 2006. That same year, Senator 
Dallaire was awarded the Loyola Medal, a 
tribute to an exceptional citizen distin- 
guished by his character, life philosophy 
and significant contribution to Canada. 
“The involvement of Lieutenant- 
General Dallaire, our country’s foremost 
peace ambassador, is a testament to the 
calibre, integrity and significance of 
these initiatives,” Stanford adds. 
“General Dallaire is a full partner 
in the Will to Intervene project,” Chalk 
says. He’s helped us with his strategic 
vision, ideas and contacts. Through his 
agency, we re cooperating with the All- 
Party Parliamentary Committee for the 
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and Museology in December 2007, 
currently teaches an undergraduate 
course on the Holocaust and a graduate 
course on documenting mass violence. 
“Tm interested in how the legacy of 
violence carries us into the future. 
What effect does the experience of 
violence have on the descendants 

of people who lived it, and on 

their communities?” Lehrer replies, 
when asked about her research. 

“My mother was a Jewish refugee 

from Nazi Europe, and I grew up think- 
ing a lot about memory and what gets 
inherited, and about identity and group 
allegiance.” 


Man of action 

When Frank Chalk spoke to Concordia 
University Magazine in February, he was 
set to leave for Rwanda to meet with PhD 
student Erin Jessee. “Erin is in Rwanda 
right now and on her way to Bosnia in 
May,” Chalk explains. “She’s a trained 
forensic anthropologist-archaeologist 
and is working on new types of evidence 
from mass-grave exhumation and crime - 
scene reports. We believe that by 
carefully monitoring the kinds of wounds 
inflicted on victims of genocide, as in 
Rwanda and Bosnia, we will find patterns 
of cultural inscription of the intent to 
commit genocide literally on the bodies 
of many of the victims. In Rwanda that 
was done, we think, by killers who cut off 
the feet, the noses and the breasts of 
Tutsi victims as a way of saying, ‘You are 
no longer the beautiful people we were 
taught to revere in colonial schools.’ With 
this information, we can go into court 
and demonstrate the genocidal mindset 
and intent of the perpetrators.” 

Chalk’s schedule is chock full of activi- 
ties. “In March, I lecture at the University 
of London on Canada’s role in enforcing 
the responsibility to protect, and in April, 
I will be in Madrid at a closed workshop, 
mapping strategies to cope with the new 
developments in Darfur,” he says. “In 
May, I’m going to be the faculty resource 
person—accompanying the March of 
Remembrance and Hope to Berlin and 
Auschwitz and other sites—for university 
students. Last spring, I spoke at a confer- 
ence organized by Interpol and the ROMP 
on crimes against humanity and war 
crimes. I recently spoke to intelligence 
analysts, police and diplomats at RCMP 
headquarters in Ottawa, at a very impor- 
tant workshop on why interrogation 
under torture does not work. I made a 
30-minute documentary film on hate 
propaganda, from the Holocaust to 
Rwanda, which I showed in October at the 
global conference on genocide at McGill 
University and which I'll be showing next 
November in Vancouver to hundreds of 
high school students.” 

While genocide is still a vivid reality 
in today’s world, Frank Chalk, Roméo 
Dallaire and MIGS hope to make it a 
thing of the past. m 





Sights and sounds of Antarctica 


by Christine C. Lengvari 


Christine C. Lengvari, L BSc 72, 

recounts her remarkable experiences 
from the Concordia University Alumni 
Association's Expedition to Antarctica, 
the first Alumni Travel Program trip. 


ravelling with univer- 
| sity alumni from across 
North America on 
the Expedition to Antarctica 
February 1 to 16 was adream 
come true. 

Our group of about 200 set 
sail aboard the deluxe French 
ship M.S. Le Diamant. Captain 
Etienne Garcia’s announce- 
ments always began with 
“Dear passengers,” and we 
felt very special indeed. 

Our journey was blessed with 
exceptional weather and, as a result, we 
experienced rare vistas. Our 12-day trip 
was flexible enough to accommodate un- 
planned detours, such as the one we took 
for a medical emergency to King George 
Island, the northernmost island in the 
South Shetlands. This extra, 10-hour 
round trip allowed us to travel past some 
beautiful terrain that we would typically 
not have seen. 

On our first night, we entered the 
infamous Drake Passage, which lived up 
to its reputation. Our cabins creaked and 
groaned, the ship rocked and rolled, and 
some passengers were tossed around in 
their beds. Many, even experienced 
sailors, got seasick. Fortunately, I took 
the necessary precautions and avoided 
the mal de mer. It turned out that we had 
a relatively easy crossing, with swells 
of only four to five metres. During last 
year s return voyage, the waves broke 
over one of the pool decks, and the 
sailors literally had to batten down 
the hatches. 

Our itinerary included three continen- 
tal landings and visits to the Argentinian 





research station, Esperanza, and British 


research station and museum, Port 
Lockroy. We also stopped at Aitcho 
Island and Half Moon Island, witnessed 
icebergs calving in Paradise Bay, saw the 
deserted and ruined whaling station on 
Deception Island, and enjoyed a surprise 
cruise in Wilhelmina Bay and landing at 
Cape Horn for Valentine’s Day. 

Alas, we encountered no emperor 
penguins, since they nest much further 
south. But we did visit colonies of brush- 
tailed penguins, gentoo, Adélie and 
chinstrap. Our timing was impeccable 
because the chicks had hatched and we 
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observed the par- 
ents caring for and 
feeding their young. 
While the chicks are 
cute, colonies are 
noisy and the guano 
has a particularly 
pungent aroma 
(read: stench). 

It turned out that 
Captain Garcia is 
a whale aficionado 
and therefore offered us several whale- 
watching opportunities, which included 
encounters with humpbacks and one 
with a breaching dwarf minke whale in 
the English Passage. We were especially 
fascinated by a group of orcas that passed 
right under the bow. With the help of our 
naturalists, we also spotted many bird 
and seal species. 

Another highlight was at Pendulum 
Cove on Deception Island, where the 
intrepid, present company included, 
took part in an arctic swim in so-called 
geothermal waters. It was a challenging 
and bracing experience, and I have the 
picture to prove it! 

This was truly the voyage of a lifetime, 
and I feel privileged that I was able to set 
foot on the Blue Continent. m 


Visit alumni.concordia.ca/benefits/travel 
fornews about upcoming Alumni Travel 
Program trips, including Village Life along 
the Seine, Romance on the Blue Danube, 
Cruise the Passage of Peter the Great, 
Tuscany /Cortona and Mandarin China. 
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ee Holiday Party 


CUAA INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS HoLipay Party 
oncordia’s Advancement and 
Alumni Relations and the 
Concordia University Alumni 
Association (GUAA) provided holiday 
cheer to Concordia international stu- 
dents who couldn't go home for the hol- 
idays. On December 27, at the 8th 
Annual International Students Holiday 
Party at the Hotel Nelligan in Old 
Montreal, Kathy Assayag, Vice- 
President, Advancement and Alumni 
Relations, welcomed more than 220 
appreciative students, including 
Alirezah Mehrabian and Nastaran 
Nayebpanah from Iran. Hi “They're part 
of the Concordia family now and we re 
glad to celebrate their presence among 
us during this festive season,” Assayag 
said. “We care deeply about our stu- 
dents; each one of them contributes 
uniquely to Concordia and helps broad- 
en our horizons and better understand 


the global community we live in.” 


HoLiDAY SKATING PARTY 

ore than 300 Concordia alumni, 
M students, faculty, staff, members 
of the local community and their chil- 
dren took part in the Holiday Skating 
Party December 8 at the Loyola 
Campus’s Ed Meagher Arena. 
Serenaded by Concordia staff members 
singing holiday carols, children and 
their parents skated alongside the 
Stingers women’s and men’s hockey 
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teams and Buzz the Stinger bee. Even 
Santa got in on the action. 


THERESA Humes Women’s 
HockEY TOURNAMENT 

n January 5, more than 60 

women's hockey alumnae and 
members of the Concordia Stingers 
women's hockey team and their parents 
gathered at the Richard J. Renaud 
Science Complex for a lively reception 
hosted by Concordia’s Department of 
Recreation and Athletics and 
Advancement and Alumni Relations. 
The reception was held during the 
Theresa Humes Women’s Hockey 
Tournament, which celebrated 4,0 years 
of women’s hockey excellence at Loyola, 
Sir George Williams and Concordia. 
Theresa Humes, Concordia Director of 
Women’s Athletics from 1976 to 1984, 
was present. Other distinguished guests 
included long-time women’s hockey 
head coach Les Lawton, Tomasine 
MacMillan, L BA 69, and Diane Girard, 
L BSc 68, who were members of the 
Loyola Tommies (Loyola College’s first 
women’s hockey team), Jacques 
Chagnon, BA 75, MNA for Westmount- 
Saint-Louis, Cecilia Anderson, alumna 
and silver medalist at the 2006 Olympic 
Games, and Concordia Sports Hall of 
Fame inductee Patricia (Paddie) Chiara, 
BA 76, GrDip 79. Nearly 30 women’s 
hockey alumnae played a reunion game 
that morning at Loyola Gampus’s Ed 
Meagher Arena. 





BACK-TO-SCHOOL 
FACULTY SHOWCASE 

n January 26, more than 120 
O alumni, prospective students 
and their parents, friends of Concordia 
and current students learned about 
cutting-edge research conducted in the 
University’s academic faculties at the 
first Back-to-School Faculty Showcase, 
which was part of Open House 2008 at 
the J.W. McConnell Building. 

From the Faculty of Arts and Science, 
Department of Exercise Science 
Professors Robert Kilgour, Robert 
Boushel and Simon L. Bacon discussed 
their exciting research into cancer 
rehabilitation, diabetes and obesity. 
Fine Arts’ Gynthia Hammond talked 
about her ongoing research on Heritage 
Architecture and Renegade Ornament, 
while Lynn Hughes presented her cur- 
rent work with the Interstices group, 
which focuses on interactive pieces for 
the screen that use non-traditional 
interfaces. 

Georgios Vatistas, professor in 
the Department of Mechanical and 
Industrial Engineering in the Faculty 
of Engineering and Computer Science, 
focused on how vortices are found vir- 
tually everywhere around us, from bird 
migrations and tornados to far-reach- 
ing notions in astrophysics. And John 
Molson School of Business (JMSB) 
Associate Professor of Marketing Gad 
Saad's presentation on the Evolutionary 
Bases of Consumption, the title of his 


-@ 


a | 


cw University of the Streets Café 


recent book, delved into the application 
of evolutionary theory to everyday con- 
sumption behaviours. Saad (pictured 
with Alumni Officer Jacklin Lu EA) 
explained how Darwinian Theory 
relates to such things as men’s prefer- 
ence for women in high heels, gift- giv- 


ing and why people prefer fatty foods. 


UNIVERSITY OF THE STREETS CAFE 
ore than 130 Concordia and 
McGill alumni and friends gath- 

ered February 18 at the Le Parc des 

Princes Café to participate in a heated 

discussion about the environment and 

the economy. Peter Brown, a professor 
at the Institut des sciences de l’envi- 
ronnement at the Université du Québec 

a Montréal and McGill University, and 

Gerardo Sierra E¥, McGill and HEC 

Montréal lecturer, led and facilitated 

the conversation. 

Café participants’ questions included: 
How do we transform the educational 
system so that our children become 
aware of environmental issues? Willa 
“local” basis for action, where each of us 
contributes and exercises action, get us 
to where we would like to be? What 
exactly would a sustainable environment 
look like? How can corporations stop 
polluting yet stay in business? 


How To Work THE Room 
n February 25, one of Canada’s 


foremost networking gurus, Darcy 
Rezac EJ, S MBA 78, who is author of the 


best-selling networking book Work the 
Pond! and managing director and chief 
engagement officer for the Vancouver 
Board of Trade, addressed more than 
50 students and alumni at Montreal’s 
Montefiore Club. Rezac explained that 
most people's aversion to networking, 
which he dubs “Networking Nervosus,” 
stems from the popular belief that net- 
working is “transactional” instead of 
“positive.” Positive networking, he 
points out, is about discovering what 
you can do for others as opposed to 
what others can do for you. Ultimately, 
he said, the key to being a successful 


positive networker is to keep practicing. 


GEOGRAPHIC CHAPTERS 
Chinese Chapters 

hina’s economic explosion has also 

led to a boom in the region’s GUAA 
geographic chapters, which now include 
Beijing, Shanghai and Hong Kong. 

Beijing Chapter president Chen 

Zhang, BGomm 98, MBA 03, returned 
to his native city in 2003 after complet- 
ing his two JMSB degrees. Today, he’s 
Assistant to Counsellor at the Canadian 
Embassy in Beijing. Chen says the 
Chapter, which he helped found, “aims 
to aid alumni connect with the 
University and with fellow graduates 
through a wealth of social activities and 
events in Beijing area, the capital of 
China and the city in which the highest 


concentration of Concordia alumni live 


alumni.concordia.ca 





i Networking 


and work.” Local alumni and friends 
enjoyed the Beijing Chapter Christmas 
Dinner at the Sifangjie Yunnan 
Restaurant on December 14, and a 
Chinese New Year Reception at 
Xianzonglin Restaurant on February 20. 

The two other Chinese alumni chap - 
ter executives plan to host events in the 
near future. Hong Kong Chapter presi- 
dent Dennis L. Chan, BGomm 91, spent 
16 years in IT before he opened his own 
company, Leisure Far East Ltd., in his 
native Hong Kong in 2006. Dennis's 
wife, Winnie Kwai F. Li, BA 91, is also a 
Concordia grad. 

Shanghai Chapter president Winston 
Kan, BComm 61, also originally from 
Hong Kong, has worked and lived in 
Canada, the United Kingdom, Ireland 
and China. In 2004, Winston became 
Chief Representative, Greater China, 
for Export Development Canada in 
Shanghai. “It’s just great to see the 
changes here. Gompanies need to have 
a strategy regarding China.” Regarding 
his Chapter, Winston adds, “I hada 
memorable time at Concordia, and I’m 
glad to be able to give something back to 
my alma mater.” 


UPCOMING GEOGRAPHIC 

CHAPTER EVENTS. 

Boston/New England 

Chapter Dinner 

a Monday, April 28 

m 5:30 p.m. Reception (cash bar), 
7.15 p.m, Dinner 
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a Westin Boston Waterfront Hotel, 
4.25 Summer St., Boston 

a With special guest Gad Saad, JMSB 
Associate Professor of Marketing, 


a For more information, contact Denis With special guest, Senator Jim Munson 


Kefallinos at cuaa-boston@concordia.ca = $60 per person | Business attire 


Register by May 6, online 


17th Annual Ottawa Alumni at alumni.concordia.ca or 
Chapter Dinner alll ata sine 
The Evolutionary Bases of Consumption a Tuesday, May 13 a For more information, contact 


who will discuss his recent book, 


= $65 per person | Business attire = Reception at 5:30 p.m. (cash bar), Constantin Loudiadis at 


a Register by April 22, online at Dinner at 6:30 p.m. cuaa-ottawa@concordia.ca ml 


alumni.concordia.ca or call 


i VOO=7 77 oo o0 


a Empire Grill, 4.7 Clarence St. 
Gin the Market), Ottawa 


Save the Date 





Concordia University Alumni Association 


Alumni Recognition Awards Banquet 





Recipients of the 2008 Awards: 


Alumnus/a of the Year 
Frank S. Borowicz, L BA 69 


Humberto Santos Award of Merit 
Katie Sheahan, BA 78 


Benoit Pelland Distinguished Service Award 
Stephen Webster, S BSc 69 


Honorary Life Membership Award 
Jonathan and Maria Birks 


Alumni Award for Excellence in Teaching 
Arpi Hamalian 


Outstanding Faculty/Staff Award 
Murray Sang 


MBA Alumnus/a of the Year Award 
Mackie I. Vadacchino, BComm 82, MBA 84 


Outstanding Student Award 
Jean-Sebastien Belanger 


Wednesday, May 28, 2008 
Sofitel Montreal, 1155 Sherbrooke St. West., Montreal 
Tickets are $70 per person 


RSVP by Friday, May 16, 2008 
Online registration: a/umni.concordia.ca 
Phone: 514-848-2424, ext. 4397 


For more information: alumnievents@concordia.ca 
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The 50th Garnet Key Society 
Annual Alumni Banquet 


Celebrate the 50" anniversary of the Garnet Key 
Society and induct the 515' Garnet Key on: 


Saturday, May 10 


For more information, contact Valerie Roseman, Alumni Officer, 


Affinity Chapters, at valerie.roseman@concordia.ca 


NOTICE 


is hereby given that the Association of Alumni of 
Sir George Williams University will hold its 


71* Annual General Meeting 
Wednesday, May 21, 2008, at 6 p.m. 


Alumni and the general public are welcome to attend 

the meeting, held for the purpose of receiving reports 
and the election of the 2008-2009 board of directors 
and executive. 


The meeting will be followed by a cocktail reception. 


Faculty Club Lounge, Sir George Williams Campus 
H-767, Henry F. Hall Building 
1455 De Maisonneuve Blvd. West, Montreal 


RSVP by Wednesday, May 14 
Online registration: a/umni.concordia.ca 
Phone: 514-848-2424, ext. 4397 


For more information, contact Jennifer Cottin, Alumni 
Officer, Associations, at Jennifer.Cottin@concordia.ca, 
or 514-848-2424, ext. 3882 





* 
gt 


Call for Nominations for the Loyola Medal 


The Loyola Medal Committee is seeking nominations for the Loyola Medal, 
the foremost honour awarded by Concordia University other than convocation 
awards and honorary degrees. 


The Loyola Medal 


In 1961, the Loyola Alumni Association and the administration of Loyola College 
agreed to the creation of the Loyola Medal “as a permanent tribute to the 
outstanding leadership and achievement on the Canadian scene.” The first medal 
was awarded in 1963 to General Georges P. Vanier, former governor general of 
Canada and Loyola alumnus. In 1989, it was agreed that the Loyola Medal would be 
established as an award by Concordia and given every two years to an outstanding 
individual who meets the specified criteria: 


1. Recipients shall be outstanding citizens as evidenced by their character and life 


philosophy and who have made a significant contribution to the Canadian community. 


They shall embody the ideals and spirit which characterized Loyola College. 


2. Recipients will be individuals whose receipt of the award will bring prestige to 
both the Concordia and Loyola names. 


Nomination and Selection 

Nominations must be received by Jennifer Cottin, Alumni Officer, Associations, 

by May 9, 2008. The selection process is private and discretionary. The committee 
will make its final recommendation to the Honorary Degree and Convocation 
Committee of the Concordia University Board of Governors. The Board, based 
upon a recommendation of the Honorary Degree and Convocation Committee, 
shall make the final decision of the recipient of the Loyola Medal. 


Award Presentation 

The Loyola Medal will be presented at a special ceremony to be held in fall 2008. 
For more information or nomination forms, contact Jennifer Cottin at 514-848-2424 
ext. 3882, or Jennifer.Cottin@concordia.ca, or visit a/umni.concordia.ca. 
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Concordia Annual 
Alumni Golf Tournament 
presented by the 


Loyola Alumni Association 


i 
i ee oe 


Monday, September 8, 2008 
The Kanawaki Golf Club 


NT UTaayalmxelelaarelantcyane 
Tale [Ole lei cencve mi am bce y 
by the Loyola Alumni 
PNSToleirehareyal 


For more information please contact: 

Jennifer Cottin at 514-848-2424 ext. 3882, 
or Jennifer.Cottin@concordia.ca, or visit 
alumni.concordia.ca. 
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ERS 


Some graduates in this listing 


have received more than one 
degree from Concordia, Sir George 
Williams and/or Loyola. These 
people are listed under their 
earliest graduation year. Class 
Acts reflect the original submis- 


(1 Judith (Mann) 


Wiesenfeld, L BA (comm. 


arts), lives in Winnetka, Calif. 

“IT have worked in the film and 
television business since grad- 
uating (taking time off to raise 


get into film, and Will, 18, who 
wants to be a music composer). 
I married Joe Wiesenfeld, a 
writer, whose films, St. Urbain’s 
Street Horseman and Bookey 
meets Santa, recently aired on 
the CBC. I work as a production 


Productions, setting up 

film and video shoots. I also 
have pursued my passion for 
painting.” judewiesenfeld.com 


12 Elaine (Brisindi) 
Creighton, S BA (TESL), 


sion's style as closely as possible. 


my sons John, 20, who wants to 


1 Claudia Csaby, S BSc, 


writes: [I run asmall 
secretarial/travel service from 
my home in Surrey, B.C. [am 
a master cruise counsellor, 
and you can visit my site at 
ccocinvestments.com.” 


1> Heather Dubreuil, BFA (art education) 74, also received a Diploma in Education 
from McGill University in 1978. In December 2007, she put on a solo show of her fibre art at 
the Hudson Community Centre and at the Beaconsfield United Church Gallery from January 
to February 2008. A third solo show is planned for October 2008 at the Centrepointe Theatre 
Gallery in Ottawa. Heather participated in group exhibitions last fall at the Montreal Centre 
for Contemporary Textiles and at the Creativ Festival in Toronto. 1) Walk in the Woods #9 


2> Rochelle Mayer, BComm 83, a Montreal visual artist for more than 20 years, has 
exhibited in more than 40 solo and group shows. Since retiring from active professional life 
two years ago, she has been pursuing a BFA in Studio Art at Concordia. Rochelle held a solo 
show of recent etchings, lithographs and works in oil at Montreal's Galerie Georges Laoun 
from January 2 to February 1. rochellemayer.ca 2) S’envoler comme les oiseaux 


3 > Barbara Waruszynski, BA 88, MA 90, lives in Carleton Place, Ont., and paints 
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manager for Patrick Stewart lives in Beaconsfield, Que. “I 
became Canada’s first bilingual 
female success coach 19 years 
ago, after working as a teacher, 
personnel recruiter and admis- 
sions director at the 
International Academy of 
Design. I help executives and 
professionals here and abroad 
remain successful by learning 
to handle the human dynamics 
of business, particularly the 
people and communications 


issues. I also train executives to 






aii eerie, 


under the name Basia Waruszynska as a tribute to her Polish heritage. She is a member 


of the Federation of Canadian Artists, as well as the Almonte and Area Artists Association. 

For Barbara, gearing her artworks toward philanthropic purposes has been a great source of 
fulfillment and inspiration. She is interested in developing a network of artists who aspire to 
raise awareness and funds for charitable organizations. During the month of January 2008, 
Barbara displayed three of her giclée prints and art cards at the Carleton Place Public Library. 
b.waruszynska@sympatico.ca, /uxphoto.com/GalleryPage.php. 3) St. James Anglican Church 


4> Khosro Berahmandi, BFA 92, was raised in Tehran, Iran, but left after the 
revolution in the early '80s and eventually immigrated to Canada. Khosro began to study 

fine arts at the University of Western Ontario and finished his BFA at Concordia. He then 
continued his studies at the University of Paris VIII. He has exhibited in both Montreal and 
Paris. Khosro held an exhibition of some of his works at the Maison culturelle et communautaire 
de Montréal-Nord from January 17 to February 24. He was also part of an exhibition, 


deliver effective presentations. 
I speak in French or English to 
organizations, groups and uni- 
versities on such topics as how 
to deal with difficult people and 
how to create the brand called 
‘you. I have taught public 
speaking and public relations 
at Concordia and other places 


of learning.” communication. 
dynamics@gc.aibn.com 
















(5 Bob Delaney, BSc, 


was re-elected October 
10, 2007, to a second term 
as a Member of Provincial 
Parliament for the Mississauga 
Streetsville riding, in the 
Ontario general election. 
Bob was appointed the 
Parliamentary Assistant to 
the Minister for Research and 
Innovation—“a fitting assign- 
ment for a Loyola physics grad,” 
he writes. Bob has served in the 
Ontario Legislature since 2003. 
mississaugastreetsville.ca 


{6 Barbara Anne Beaucar, 
BFA, lives in Philadelphia, 
Pa. “I completed an MA in his- 
tory at West Chester University 
of Pennsylvania in 2001, and 
began working at the Barnes 


“Weaving the Common Thread: Perspectives from Persian Artists,” at the Queens Museum 


of Art in New York City from February 24 to March 16. khosro.info 4) Ombre frénétique 


5 > Concordia University's Faculty of Fine Arts (FOFA) Gallery (fofagallery.concordia.ca) will 
present “Izhizkawe,” an exhibition by Aboriginal Concordia alumni, curated by Associate 


Professor of Art History Sherry Farrell-Racette, from May 19 to June 13, 2008. Over the years, 


a Steady stream of graduating Aboriginal artists and curators have had a considerable impact 


on artistic and curatorial practice within and outside Canada. The title “Izhizkawe"’—"making 


a path” in the Algonquin language—alludes to the tracks left behind by each graduate who 


created a path for those who have followed. The artists featured in the exhibition are: KC 
Adams, BFA 98, Jason Baerg, BFA 99, Hannah Claus, MFA 04, Julie Flett, BFA 99, Skawannati 
Fragnito, BFA 92, GrDip (DIA) 94, Ellen Gabriel, BFA 90, Nadia Myre, MFA 02, current student 
Jean Pierre Pelchat, Arthur Renwick, MFA 93, Ryan Rice, BFA 93, Eric Robertson, MFA 92, and 
Janice Toulouse Shingwauk Chartrand, MFA 85. Cathy Mattes, MA 98, will write an essay for 


Foundation soon after. Iam now 
a certified archivist and have 
worked as the Foundation’s 
assistant archivist for the past 
three years. I’m single (again).” 


{/ Chan Hing Kai, BA 

(poli. sci.), lives in Hong 
Kong. “I have retired as a lawyer 
and have opened a tai chi school 
in Hong Kong. Take a look at my 
blog: hk.myblog.yahoo.com/ 
chanhuikuk.” 


30TH REUNION 


8 Carlos dos Santos, BA 

(pysch.), writes: “Upon 

completing my degree, I worked 

as child-care worker for several 

Montreal institutions, and 

I then completed a DEC in 
Special Education from 
Montreal’s Collége Marie- 


| i) Victorin. A few years later, 


I attended Université du Québec 
a Montréal and earned a degree 
as a special education teacher. 

I have been teaching at the 
English Montreal School Board 
for the last 10 years. I enjoy what 
I do, and I enjoy the time out of 
work spent with my family.” 


Jeanette (Ferreira) 
Fernandez, BComm, is a 
national materials analyst at 
Fresenius Medical Care in 
Richmond Hill, Ont. “I’m 
looking for fellow alumni 

who wish to keep in touch.” 
fernandezjeanette@yahoo.com 


AT Anthony Caldbick, 
BComm, writes: “I have 
been living in Toronto since 
1990 and recently moved 
from Scotiabank’s Quebec 
Government Student Loans 
portfolio to a leasing company 
that concentrates in Quebec. 


= 


the catalogue. 5) Michael, by Arthur Renwick, MFA 93, from his series “Masks.” 


6 > Joseph Lalonde, BFA 93, participated in the Annual Photography Group Show 


at Toronto's Ben Navaee Gallery from February 11 to 17. His work features digitally altered 


studies of urban landscape printed on metallic c-print paper. In September 2007, Joseph 


won first place in the Distillery Pikto Photo Contest for the image The Conversation. 


6) The Conversation 


7 > Katherine Jerkovic, BFA (film prod.) 02, MFA (studio art) 07, presented her 
installation “BLEU! (Middle Sky)” at Concordia University’s FOFA Gallery from January 10 
to February 8. The installation featured two silent, single-channel video projections mounted 


side by side, and explored the idea of a contiguous unfolding of time and space. Shot on 


the Uruguayan coast, Katherine’s images evoked the imaginary landscape of emigrants. 


7) Video still from “BLEUI" 
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D/ Irene Husaruk-Leon, S BA, who received an ARCT in 
piano from the Royal Conservatory of Toronto and an 


Elementary Teaching Certificate from Montreal's Macdonald 


College, has been living in California since 1960. “I opened 


Kindergarten Ranch School, a private prep school for cultural lit- 


eracy, 15 years ago. A story about my school, ‘The Geography 


Lesson,’ is included in Chicken Soup for the Soul in the Classroom — 


Elementary Edition [by Jack Canfield, Victor Davis Hansen and 


Anna Unkovich, Health Communications, Incorporated, 2007]. It 


describes how we teach students the countries on the map by having 
them simply read clothes labels. My little students know about 80 
countries by now.” Irene is pictured with her kindergarten students. 


It certainly keeps me practicing 
my French.” 


Alison Dyer, BA (geog.), is 
company principal at Squidink 
Communications in St. John’s, 
Nfld., a small writing/research 
firm with private- and public - 
sector clients. Alison continues 
to work as a freelance journal- 
ist. Her specialties include sus- 
tainable development, organic 
farming, fisheries, the outdoors, 
ecotourism and kayaking. 
Alison, who also writes short 
stories, won awards in the 
Newfoundland Arts & Letters 
Competition in 2003 for fiction 
and in 2005 for non-fiction. 
She is collecting and editing 
soundworks for her latest work: 
an oral history project. 


f? Alain Andreoli, attendee, 
who was recently named 
Senior Vice President of Sun 
Microsystems’ Europe, Middle 


East and Africa region, is 
based in London. He will be 
responsible for directing sales 
and services for the region, 
which represents close to 4,0 
per cent of the company’s busi- 
ness. Alain boasts more than 
25 years of technology, sales 
and leadership experience, 
and recently served as GEO 

of cc-hubwoo, a provider of 
source-to-pay electronic solu- 
tions and supplier network 
management. He has earned a 
business degree from CERAM 
in France and participated 

in the John Molson School 

of Business’s MBA program. 


Rd Richard Neftin, BA 
(geog.), also holds 

a BEd. He is co-founder of 
Nomad Scientists, a travelling 
environmental organization, 
and has homesteaded in the 
wilderness of Bella-Coola, B.C., 
for seven years. “I have worked 
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for many years teaching high 
school in the Rudolph Steiner 
system, lived in Germany, 
Scotland and India, and have 
travelled extensively in Asia, 
Africa and Central America. 

I am married with no children 
and live in Duncan, B.C. I’ve 
published a novel, Enigmatii, 
about crop circles.” 


ft hi Lisa Chalifoux, 

BA (psych.), teaches 
part-time in Concordia’s 
Department of Education 
and the pre-university program 
at Montreal’s Lower Canada 
College. Lisa recently self- 
published a children’s book, 
Spotty & Eddie Learn to Compromise 
(available at trafford.com/ 
07-2478), which aims to teach 
young children to share and 
compromise. 


Patricia Lenkov, MBA, joined 
DHR International as Executive 
Vice President in the firm’s 
New York City and Stamford, 
Ct., offices, and is a member 

of its Board & CEO Practice. 
Before DHR, Patricia spent 
three and a half years conduct- 
ing executive searches for 
Spencer Stuart's New York 
office. One of her previous 
positions was as Assistant 
Director of the John Molson 
School of Business MBA 
Program. Patricia also holds 

a BA in Psychology from 

McGill University. 


Z2ZOTH REUNION 


t t David Gosselin, BA 

(cr. writing & poli. sci.), 
writes: “I graduated from 
Concordia with high hopes 
of being the next Hemingway. 
I did the coffee house thing, 
the publishing thing (minor) 
and did some acting and teach- 
ing along the way. I still love 
writing and acting, and I pursue 
doggedly my big break. My day 


job is technical writing at CGI in 


Montreal. One accomplishment 
I am proud of is that I reached 
the Competent Communicator 
level with Toastmasters 
International. Any folks from 
Colin Browne’s class, I'd be 
glad to hear from you!” 
dmg88@alumni.concordia.ca 


( William Leavitt, BFA, 
owns Fitness Alliance, 
LLG, in Overland Park, Kans. 
“IT used the fantastic music 
training I received at Concordia 
to become a professional musi- 
cian for eight years before mov- 
ing to the United States in 1996 
to start my fitness business in 
Overland Park.” 


Q? Jean-Francois Baladi, 
MBA, lives in Short Hills, 
N.J., and is Executive Director 
of Novartis Pharmaceuticals 
Corporation in nearby Florham 
Park. “After working six years 
at the pharmaceutical company 
Novartis in Canada, in 2004, 

I moved to New Jersey, where 

I head the global health eco- 
nomics and pricing function 

of Novartis Oncology.” 


Yvan Cliche, MBA, has joined 
the external relations and com- 
munications department of the 
African Development Bank in 
Tunis, Tunisia. He had previ- 
ously worked for Hydro-Québec 
for nearly 20 years. 


Wing Fung Alan Lau, BA 
(econ.), is director of Pak Hing 
Loong Co. Ltd. in Hong Kong. 
“T’m now Vice-President of 
the Concordia Hong Kong 
Foundation. I’m also studying 
part time for a Master of 
Buddhist Studies degree at 

the University of Hong Kong 
and working in the metal 
business. Long live Goncordia!” 


Heather Markgraf, BFA, 

is President of Hudson 
Productions in Hudson, Que., 
which was recently awarded 

a three-year contract to train 


customs officers across Canada 
with professional actors. The 
company, which regularly hires 
recent Concordia theatre grad- 
uates, has more than 100 actors 
under contract. 


Qf Jason Oldford, BA 


(translation), lives in 


Fredericton, N.B. “I now 
work from home as a French- 
to-English translator for the 
Ottawa office of Lexi-tech 
International, a leading 
language translation and 
linguistic services company.” 





BA Roman Mukerjee, L BA (poli. sci.), came to Loyola ona 
full scholarship from India. He also received an MA from 

McGill University in 1968. “I went on to help establish the first 

two new anglophone GCEGEPs in Montreal in the early ’70s, as 


chief administrator and professor of humanities and political 


science. I was then recruited by the Department of Canadian 


Heritage, Multiculturalism, to address the integration of South- 


East Asian refugees in Quebec. I was then recruited to its Ottawa 


headquarters to help develop and implement the historic 


Canadian Multiculturalism Act. My prime responsibility was for 


religious diversity and community life on issues such as the 
Sikhs with turbans in the RCMP. I’m now retired in Ottawa and 


work actively on interfaith relations.” Roman is pictured in 2007 


at the grave of former Prime Minister Lester B. Pearson in 


Walkley, Que., commemorating the 50th anniversary of 


Pearson’s Nobel Peace Prize. 


John White, BComm o3, in 
January became President and 
CEO of Volkswagen Group 
Canada in Ajax, Ont., making 
him the first Canadian-born 
head of the German automaker's 





operations in this country since 
it was formed in 1952. When 
Volkswagen Canada and Audi Canada merged on January 1, 

the new organization became Volkswagen Group Canada. John 
has been in the automotive industry for 30 years and joined 
Volkswagen in 1993. He had served as executive vice-president 
at Volkswagen Canada Inc. since January 2005. 


Concordia Filmmakers Shine 
Two Concordia graduates received Academy Award nominations 
for Best Animated Short Film for the 2008 Academy Awards on 


S 
‘ 


February 24. 

James Braithwaite, BA 
(Eng. lit.) 05, produced the 
main animation for the five- 
minute film I Met the Walrus. 
Braithwaite’s illustrations have 






> 






been featured in Maisonneuve 
and En Route magazines (see 
thebathwater.com). I Met the 
Walrus was written and directed 





by Josh Raskin and is based on an incident in 1969, when a 
14-year-old teenager snuck into John Lennon's Toronto hotel 
and interviewed him on audiotape. The film was also featured 
January 17-27 at the Sundance Film Festival, in Park City, Utah. 

Maciek Szczerbowski, BFA 
(design for theatre) 94, and 
Chris Lavis directed Madame 
Tutli-Putli, a National Film Board 
of Canada production about a 
woman on a train trip that turns 
into a metaphysical voyage. 
(View a film clip at nfb.ca.) 





Before making the film, Maciek 
and Chris spent several years 
running a small indie multimedia company. 
And documentary filmmaker 
Jason W.C. Yung Chang, BFA 
99, was nominated for a Grand 
Jury Prize for Up the Yangtze at 
the Sundance Film Festival, 
where it had its U.S. premiere. 
The film examines the negative 
effects on two young people of 





the construction of the massive 
Three Gorges Dam on the 
Yangtze River. It won Best Canadian Documentary at the 2007 
Vancouver International Film Festival and the Pierre and 
Yolande Perrault Award for Best Documentary Spirit at the 2008 


Rendez-vous du cinéma québécois in Montreal. 
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Bb 


Overseas. As a registered art therapist, it was amazing to see art therapy in its grassroots in South 
East Asia. I worked for the Centre for the Protection of Children’s Rights in Bangkok [where she is 
pictured, above], training mental health professionals and artists in the use of art as healing. Iam 


(8 Stephan 
DePenasse, 
BA, is the Director of 
International Business 
Development - Asia and 
Latin America for Segway 
Inc. in Nashua, N.H. “It 
was a great year. I attended 
all of the COMSCC [COM 
Sports Car Club] events, 
broke two track records and 
won two events and the 2007 
CGOMSCC Championship. 
I set my car club’s track 
record in my class at the 
Circuit Mont Tremblant, 
July 30-31, ina 1973 Alfa 
Romeo GTIV-2000 [pictured 
here]. I also was voted 
Instructor of the Year from 
among the 60 instructors 
registered in my club [also 
pictured].” 


10TH REUNION 


Qf Arbinder Pal, AMBA, is 
a marketing manager for 
CAE India in Bangalore. “After 
spending 12 amazing years in 
Montreal and New York, Iam 
back home. I recently accepted 
a marketing position with CAE 
India. Now that the settling-in 
process is almost complete, 

I would like to hear from 

my fellow AMBA- ites.” 
palistravelling@yahoo.com 


gg Robert Adolfson, 

BA (App. Soc. Sci.), 

is a social worker for Citizen 
Advocacy of Ottawa. “Concordia 
was one of my greatest experi- 
ences. The Applied Human 
Sciences department was not 
only a blast but a great place 

to grow. And grow I did. I went 





Lucille Proulx, GrDip (art therapy), MFA (art therapy) 93, lives in Winlaw, B.C. “I have 
just returned from a two-year assignment in Thailand with Canadian University Students 


now back in Canada, teaching and supervising art therapists at the Kutenay Art Therapy Institute. 
I also hold workshops at the B.C. School of Art Therapy and in the United States. My book, 
Strengthening Emotional Ties through Parent-Child-Dyad Art Therapy, is now recommended reading in 


many art-therapy training programs. P.S. 1 am 76 years old and proud to be a Concordia alumna.” 
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on to complete an undergradu- 
ate and a graduate degree in 
social work and subsequently 
relocated to Ottawa, a beautiful 
town. However, when people 
ask me about where I went to 
school, Concordia rolls off my 
tongue quite naturally. My time 
spent there was a wonderful 
preparation for the career that 
I chose. Would I do it again? 
You bet!” 


Aaron Pollard, MFA, and 
Stephen Lawson are the 
Montreal-based performance 
duo 2boys.tv. Their perfor- 
mance Phobophilia, “a contem- 
porary chronicle that uses the 
life and art of Jean Cocteau as 
its palate and inspiration,” was 
presented in February by Studio 
303 in Montreal. Aaron and 
Stephen, as 2boys.tv, create and 
tour multimedia performance 
pieces and have also produced 
several video art pieces, instal - 
lation works, performance 
interventions and political 
cabaret works across Canada, 
the United States, Europe and 
South America. 2boys.tv 


| | Julie Dufour, BA 
(comm. studies), writes: 
“It has been one great adventure 
after another since Concordia! 
I now live with my husband and 
four children in Williams Lake, 
B.C., since starting work as a 
criminal prosecutor for the 
Provincial Crown. I practiced 
family law in Ottawa for one year 
before joining the Crown in B.C. 
Life is great, the work is won- 
derful and the mountains are 


just beautiful!” 


Raja Kadri, BA (poli. sci.), MA 
(PP & PA) 02, pens: “My wife, 
Laurie, and | just had our sec- 
ond child, Patrick Ryan, born 
on January 28 in Montreal. Both 
mother and baby are doing well. 
I cannot thank Laurie enough 
for her support, love and caring 
for our family. I recently left my 
job with the Government of 


Canada and moved to Dubai. 
It is a great place to be right 
now. Please drop me a line at 
raja.kadri@videotron.ca.” 


Caralee Salomon, BA (journ. 
& comm. studies), writes: 
“While I am no longer writing 
professionally, my heartfelt 
thanks go to my former 
Concordia instructors who 
nurtured my skills in writing 
and who inspired in me a pas- 
sion for prose—both of which 
allow me now to write this 
shamelessly self- promoting 
blurb. | am now practicing law 
at a small firm in downtown 
Montreal. We have a litigation- 
oriented practice with expertise 
in a range of legal fields. 

I welcome all enquiries from 
teachers, classmates and fellow 





alumni who want to learn 
more about my practice or 

to seek legal advice: 
caralee.salomon@gmail.com.” 


l} Marie-Judith 
Jean-Louis, BEng 
(bldg. eng.), is now an interior 
designer. She recently launched 
her own firm, M2JL:: STUDIO 
(m2jlstudio.com), which offers 
design and decoration services 
for special events, as well as 
commercial and residential 
spaces. Marie-Judith appeared 
in the third season of Méchant 
Changement on Vrak.tv. 

“If you need some creative 
help, feel free to contact me at 
designer@m2jlstudio.com.” 


Mary-Anne McTrowe, MFA, 
teaches in the art department at 


Q/ Catherine Newton, BA (journ.), and her husband, Jason 
Casey (former linebacker for the Stingers from 1995 to 


1999), left Montreal in 2005 after a decade in the city. Catherine 


was a sports reporter for the Team 990 radio station and CTV 


Sports but decided to move back to her hometown of Kelowna, 


B.C., where she and Jason started a cabinet-making business. 


Thanks to Jason’s woodworking skills and booming West Coast 


economy, they have been busy ever since. Together, they build 


everything from the smallest shoe-bench to entire kitchens. 


Cathy and Jason are pictured here with one of their cabinets. 






Bruce Mallen, S BComm 58, 
S BA 64,, LLD 04, on November 
22 received an honorary 
doctorate from the University 
of Hertfordshire in Hatfield, 
United Kingdom, for his contribution to business literature, 

film making and academia. Bruce, who also received an honorary 
doctorate from Concordia in 2004, is the Director of the Carl 
DeSantis Center for Motion Picture Studies at the Florida 
Atlantic University in Boca Raton and Visiting Professor at the 
University of Hertfordshire. He spent 25 years at Sir George 
Williams University and Concordia as a student, faculty member 
and administrator before leaving Montreal in 1978 for a varied 
career that included being involved in the film industry in 
Hollywood. In 1996, Bruce returned to the academic world, join- 
ing Florida Atlantic University as dean of its College of Business. 


the University of Lethbridge, 
Alta. “My ‘art-ernative’ 
folk-rock band, the Cedar 
Tavern Singers, a.k.a. Les 
Phonoréalistes, released a 
second self-published CD, 
We Are Making Art, as a 
follow-up to last year’s 

Songs for a Dead Hare. 
Bandmate Daniel Wong 

and I are now working on 
‘Art Snob Solutions, Phase II: 
The Age of Mechanical 
Reproduction,’ an exhibition/ 
installation that will show at 
Stride Gallery in Calgary this 
year. | am happily married 

to David Hoffos, and have a 
stepson, Mason.” 
thephonorealistes.com 


()2 Alan Mikhail, BComm 
(mktg.), writes, “I worked 
in tradeshow display manufac- 
turing while completing 

my BGomm. The input my 
courses and professors 
provided was instrumental in 
helping me create phasic inc. 
(phasicinc.com) in 2003. Phasic 
positions itself between an 
exhibit manufacturer and a 
marketing/advertising agency 
for small- and medium-sized 
businesses that set up at 
tradeshows and special events 
and are looking for an alterna- 
tive to the standard strategy/ 


marketing agencies.” 


STH REUNION 


03 Richard Archambault, 
BA (ling.), writes: “I have 
been with Canada World Youth 
in Montreal for three years, 
helping Canadian youth see and 
learn about the world. I am also 
the proud father of a wonderful 
one-year-old boy.” 


David Bellusci, MA (philoso- 
phy), pens: “I just completed 
my doctorate in philosophy at 
the Dominican University 
College in Ottawa.” 


Catherine Lahaise, BOomm 
(MIS), graduated from 
Concordia’s co-op program and 
worked in information technol- 
ogy for five years. She will soon 
complete an MSc in MIS from 
HEC Montréal and also works 
as a project manager at TELUS 
Business Solutions in Montreal. 


Sylvain Picard, BFA (music), 
is a guitar teacher at the Ecole 
de musique de Verdun in 
Verdun, Que. “Hey there! 

Life is good. Concordia was 

a great springboard for me.” 


7 Florin Botca, GrDip 


(environ. impact assess- 
ment), is an environmental 
scientist with ERM Canada 


Corp. in Vancouver. 
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Warren Mowat Reid, S BA 50, died 
November 2, 2007, in Montreal. Warren 
was an RCAF veteran, teacher, principal, 
headmaster and jazz lover. He is survived 
by his wife of 56 years, Ann, and his 
children, Frances, Jennifer, Gretchen, 
Barbara, Gordon and Allan. He was 82. 


Dr. Gerald Patrick Olney, L BA 53, 

L BSc 55, died October 22, 2007, in 
Lachine, Que. Gerald was a retired 
Surgeon. He is survived by his wife, 
Audrey Anne Wolfe, and his children, 
Joel Patrick, BA 83, Micholanne 
Alexandra, Cynthia Anne, BFA 86, Harold 
James, David Andrew, BSc 91, Gladys 
Anne Marie, Matthew Michael Paul, 
Andrea Rose Anne, Christopher Gerald 
and Brian Anthony, BSc O01. Gerald was 73. 


Edward Allan Hutchinson, 

S BComm 56, died November 29, 2007, 
in Val-D'Or, Que. Ed beat his own path 
from businessman to artist. He was a 
man of many talents and was especially 
passionate about music. He created 
beautiful images with his photography, 
capturing clarity in nature with his studies 
in black and white. Ed is survived by his 
wife of 53 years, Heather (Wallace), and 
his children, Robyn, Sandra, Ted and Tom. 
He was 78. 


Irena Liebich, S BA 57, died September 
10, 2007, in Montreal. Irena was born in 
Wloclawek, Poland, following the First 
World War. She moved to Warsaw and 
worked for the Polish Ministry of Defence. 
But when Germany invaded Poland in 
September 1939, she was evacuated to 
Romania and spent several months in an 
internment camp. Irena worked for the 
Polish government in exile, first in France 
and then in Britain, decoding secret 
messages. She developed a life-long love 
of Scotland. After the war, she married 
Col. Andrew B. Liebich, CBE, a former 
Polish officer and diplomat, and they 
moved to Montreal in 1950. Upon receiving 
her BA from Sir George Williams, Irena 
completed a master’s degree in social 
work at McGill University and worked as 

a medical social worker at the Montreal 
Neurological Institute until her retirement. 
She also freelanced for the Polish section 
of Radio Canada International. Irena is 
survived by her daughter, Flora. 
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John Sopko, L BSc 58, died October 31, 
2007, in Mount Forest, Ont. He is survived 
by his wife, lola (Vibert). John was 70. 


Gerry Apostolatos, S BA 61, died 
October 19, 2007, in Montreal. Gerry 
played centre for the Montreal Alouettes 
football team from 1956 to 1958. He is 
survived by his wife, Solange (Imbeault), 
and his daughter, Valerie. Gerry was 72. 


Alexander Halley Campbell, 

S BComm 62, died November 15, 2007, in 
Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue, Que. Alex served 
in the Canadian army from 1940 to 1946, 
including five years overseas in Canadian 
Military Headquarters in London and in 
the occupation force. He rose to the rank 
of captain. When he returned to Canada, 
Alex began working at the Royal Trust 
Company, where he stayed until his 
retirement in 1980. He is survived by 

his daughters, Angela and Gloria. 

Alex was 92. 


Stuart Duncan Lawrence, S BComm 
62, died on January 11 in Vernon, B.C. 
Also a graduate of McGill University, 
Stuart worked for the Protestant School 
Board of Greater Montreal until relocating 
to British Columbia in 1976. He starred 
for the old NDG Maple Leafs football 
team, and his passion for the game led 
to more than 25 years of high school 
and community coaching. Stuart is 
survived by his wife, Marie, and children, 
Karyn and Ken. 


Lioyd George McKesey, S BSc 63, 
died January 1in Miramar, Fla. During 
Lloyd's 15-year bout with multiple 
myeloma, he continued to lead numerous 
organizations. He is survived by his wife, 
Winnefred. Lloyd was 74. 


Chris John Batsis, S BEng 65, BCSc 
O04, died on January 5. Chris is survived 
by his wife, Joy Zoi, and children, John 
and Andrea, BFA O05. He was 64. 


J. Beverly Shepherd, S BA 66, died on 
February 1in Montreal. She is survived by 
her sister, Heather Shepherd. Beverly was 65. 


Rudolph (Rudy) Di Loreto, | BSc 69, 
died October 13, 2007, in Montreal. Rudy 
was a devoted teacher for more than 35 


years. His love of teaching, combined with 
his passion for sports, led to many years 
of coaching. He continued to be an avid 
hockey player and enthusiastic golfer 
throughout his retirement. Rudy is 
survived by his wife of 40 years, Susan 
(Civitarese), and his children, Dina, Peter, 
Robert and Paula. He was 69. 


Charlotte Jean Glencross, S BFA 
(painting) 70, died October 26, 2007, in 
Fredericton, N.B. After graduating from 
Sir George Williams, Charlotte earned a 
Diploma in Weaving from New Brunswick 
College of Craft and Design in 1976, 
apprenticeships in tapestry in Germany 
and France in 1978 and 1979, and a BA in 
history from the University of New 
Brunswick in 1991. She was an 
accomplished studio artist, specializing in 
weaving, tapestry, watercolour, batik and 
ikat. In 1990, Charlotte became a New 
Brunswick government program officer 
and administrator for fine arts and crafts. 
In 2000, she returned to her own studio. 
She served on many provincial and 
national fine arts and crafts organization 
boards. Charlotte received an Excellence 
Award from the Province of New 
Brunswick in 2006 and the Paul Harris 
Award from the Fredericton Rotary Club 
in 2005 for her work on the New 
Brunswick Arts Board and the Charlotte 
Street Arts Centre. Charlotte is survived 
by her husband, Jon Thompson, and her 
mother, Gwendolin Glencross. She was 58. 


Edward A. Marra, L BComm 74, MBA 
76, died on September 13, 2007, in 
Belvedere Tiburon, Calif. A native 
Montrealer, Ed started his career in 1976 
with Robin Hood Multifoods. Five years 
later, he joined Nestlé Canada and 
remained with the organization until his 
retirement in 2005. He held several top 
executive positions in Canada, the United 
States and Europe, including President 
and CEO of Nestlé Canada Inc. and, most 
recently, Executive Vice President, 
Strategic Business Units and Marketing, 
with Nestlé S.A. in Switzerland. Ed was 
also a community leader and active in 
numerous industry associations. In 2003, 
he earned the John Molson School of 
Business MBA Alumnus of the Year Award. 
That same year, he received the CEO 
Award of Excellence in Communication 


Leadership from the Toronto 
chapter of the International 
Association of Business 
Communicators and, in 2005, 
he captured the Association 
of Canadian Advertisers Gold 
Medal Award. Nestlé Canada 
created the annual Ed Marra 
Marketing Excellence Awards 
in 2005 as a lasting tribute 
to his passion for marketing. 
Ed was 54. 


Barbara Bunny Seward, 
BA 75, died on November 21, 
2007, in Montreal. After 

she received a teaching 
certificate from Montreal's 
Macdonald College, Barbara 
taught at both Lemoyne 
d'Iberville High School and 
Northview Elementary 
School. But she decided to 
change careers and open a 
jewellery store, Salon D'Or, 
in Pointe-Claire, Que., where 
she provided personalized 
service to her many loyal 
customers for 26 years. 
Barbara is survived by her 
husband, Derek Higton, and 
her parents, Georgette and 
Gordon Seward. She was 62. 


Suzanne Philomena 
(“Phil’") O'Doherty, 

BA 7/6, died on December 19, 
2007, in Montreal. A former 
Garnet Key Society member, 
Phil worked as a special 
events coordinator at 


Concordia until her retirement. 


She is survived by her sons, 
Christopher, Rick, Kevin, 
David and Danny Blunden. 


Daniel Chan, BComm 78, 
died on December 27, 2007, 
in Toronto. Daniel, who 

was born in Hong Kong, 
graduated from Concordia 
and moved to Toronto, where 
he worked in the insurance 
business for many years. 

In 1986, he founded the 
Concordia Chinese Alumni 
Association, Toronto, which 


was under the guise of the 
Toronto Chapter of the 
Concordia University Alumni 
Association (CUAA), and 
served as its president for 

a number of years. In 1990, 
Daniel was one of the three 
recipients of the CUAA's first 
Distinguished Service Award. 
He is survived by his wife, 
Tammy, and daughter, Olivia. 
Daniel was 54. 


Mostafa Showleh, BSc 81, 
died on December 15, 2007, 
in Montreal. Mostafa, a 

native of Iran, had worked in 
Concordia’s Undergraduate 
Physics Laboratories since 
1976, and from 1992 until 
spring 2007 was the 
laboratories’ supervisor. He 
was known and admired by 
the generations of students 
and lab demonstrators whom 
he taught. Mostafa is survived 
by his mother, Soudabeh 
Showleh, his children, Taha 
and Sara, and his companion 
of many years, Judy Robinson. 


Rev. Dorothy (Ireman 
[Yzerman]) Beaudoin, 
GrDip 83, MA 90, died on 
January 18 in Montreal. 
Known as a preacher and 
teacher, Dorothy was a 
woman of intelligence, wit, 
warmth and compassion. She 
is survived by her husband, 
Norman, and daughter, 
Kathleen. Dorothy was 83. 


Steven Douglas Lovett, 
BEng 84, died on January 18 
in Dorval, Que. Steven is 
survived by his wife, Janice 
Donnelly, and his mother, 
Evelyn Lovett. He was 55. 


Linda Arkwright, BA 92, 
died on January 13 in 
Chateauguay, Que. She is 
survived by her daughter, 
Alana. Linda was 47. 


Graciela Moralejo, BA 01, 
died on November 17, 2007, 
in Montreal. A graduate of 
the St. Mary's Hospital School 
of Nursing in Montreal, 
Graciela held various 
supervisory positions as a 
nurse at St. Mary's Hospital. 


She loved music and had 
been a member of the Island 
City Singers, the Arcadians 
and, most recently, the Lyric 
Theatre Singers. Graciela is 
survived by her brother, Dr. 
Richard Moralejo, and sister, 
Marina (Boss). She was 78. 


In Touch 


New job? Just moved? Just married? Or maybe 
you simply want to let your former classmates 
know what you've been up to? Visit 


alumni.concordia.ca/cuaa/keepintouch 


Or send us, by mail or email, any information about yourself 
(don't be shy) you'd like to appear in Class Acts. 


Please include: your name (including name at graduation); 
year(s) of graduation and degree(s) from Concordia, Loyola 
or Sir George, and other universities; address, phone number 
and email address; and any other relevant personal or 
business info and messages that you'd like to appear. 


By email: alumni@alcor.concordia.ca Subject: Class Acts 


By mail: Class Acts, Advancement & Alumni Relations, 
Concordia University, 1455 De Maisonneuve Blvd. W., 
FB-520, Montreal, QC, H3G 1M8 


ACCOUNTING ALUMNI 


work. 





yYOUr Way. 


ra 
Contract & Temporary Assignments 
The specialist for challenging contract positions. 


ptcaccounting.com 


ALCO 
fc Hine ini 


peonle that cost 


Hinie Dirge, 6a 
FTC Froaicet & 
Casece as 





Comtact us af 905-660-9550 or tall free 1-BP?-3039-9550 
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Marketing, Monsters and Philosophers 


he eConcordia online 
T course © Marketing 

Yourself,” developed 
by John Molson School of 
Business (JMSB) professors 
Harold Simpkins, S BA 67, 
MBA 78, and Jordan Le Bel, 
teaches students how to 
package and prepare their 
most important asset— 


marketing 


Yoursel f 





themselves—in their career 
search. The popular course 
won the 2005 Award for 
Excellence and Innovation 
in Instructional Design from 
the Canadian Association 
for Distance Education. Now 
the professors’ valuable tips 
and know-how are available 
in a more tangible format 

in Marketing Yourself 
(Nelson College Indigenous, 
$34.95), which adopts a 
highly accessible and thor- 
ough approach to career 
planning. Harold is a senior 
lecturer in the JMSB’s 
Department of Marketing 
and Academic Director of 
the JMSB Marketing Co-op 


Program. In 2007, he won 





the Concordia University 
Institute for Co-operative 
Education’s Momentum 
Award and the Concordia 
University Alumni 
Association’s MBA Alumnus 
of the Year Award. 


Howard Richler, 5 BA 69, 

is a self-proclaimed “life - 
long logophile,” or lover 

of words. The long-time 
Montreal language columnist 


has just released his fifth 
book on the English language, 
Can | Have a Word With You? 
(Ronsdale Press, $21.95). 

As always, Howard's work 

is as entertaining as it is 
insightful about the roots and 
oft-changing meanings of 
English words. It breezes 
through the alphabet—from 
“abortionist” to “zero”—and 
stops along the way on diverse 
and modern expressions that 


Wd hs 


include “cyber,” “hoi polloi” 


and “yada yada yada.” 


Networking isn’t about mak- 
ing contacts—it’s about mak- 
ing connections and forging 
longstanding relationships. 
That piece of advice is just 
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one of many in Work the 
Pond! (Prentice Hall Press, 
$22.50) by networking guru 
Darcy Rezac, S MBA 738. 

In his entertaining and com- 
pelling guide, Rezac takes 
readers through his seven- 
step N.E.T.W.O.R.K. process 
and reveals how to “work the 
pond,” like a frog who aims 


to one day be a prince. 
Darcy, who also holds a 

BSc in psychology from 
McGill University, is 
Managing Director and 
Chief Engagement Officer 
of the Vancouver Board of 
Trade and has held other 
senior government, military 
and business positions. 

He’s lived in Vancouver since 
1975 and was recently named 
an ambassador for the 2010 
Vancouver Olympics and 
Paralympics games. 


Les Sabler, BFA 78, says that 
hearing jazz legends such as 


Charles Mingus, Art Blakely 


and George Benson perform 
at Montreal jazz clubs in 

the 1970s made for a great 
musical education. The 
guitarist’s fourth CD, Sweet 
Drive (The Music Force, 
$16.99), taps into that tradi- 
tion with a soulful and lively 
mix of contemporary jazz, 


R&B and adult pop. Sweet 


syivia. monicoll 


ast chance‘tor 


La aI 


Drive features eight original 
compositions and four cov- 
ers, including tunes written 
by Stevie Wonder and Aretha 
Franklin. While Les moved 
to Florida 30 years ago, he 
remains a hockey fan. He 
says a career highlight was 
performing the U.S. and 
Canadian national anthems 
for his adopted hometown 
team, the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, at a nationally 
televised playoff game. 
www.lessabler.com 


In Last Chance for Paris 
(Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 
$12.95), 14-year-old Zanna 


goes against her mother’s 
wishes and gets a strawberry 
tattoo. As a result, she is 
sent away from Toronto to 
live with her glaciologist 
father in the Alberta ice- 
fields. Award-winning 
Ontario author Sylvia 
McNicoll, BA (Eng.) 78, 
who has written more than 
20 books for children and 





young adults, once again 


draws from her empathy for 
young teens in this story that 
involves a bear cub and park 
ranger and combines 
intense emotions, light 
romance and high suspense. 


At the Bottom of the Sky 
(DC Books, $18.95), the 
second major work by 
Montreal writer Peter Dubé, 
BA (comm. studies) 85, MA 
(Eng.) 96, offers a collection 
of linked short stories set 

in along, hot summer ina 
lurid urban landscape. Each 
of the 11 stories focuses 

on a seemingly trivial 
moment that profoundly 
affects members of a group 


of friends living on society’s 
margins. Peter is chair of the 
Quebec Writers Federation. 


Pardon Our Monsters (Véhicule 
Press, $17.95), the debut col- 
lection by Montreal writer 
Andrew Hood, BA (lit. & cr. 
writing) 85, has received 
praise usually reserved for 
more seasoned scribes. 
Montreal Review of Books 


wrote that Pardon Our 
Monsters “is a powerhouse 

of artistry,” and Montreal 
author Trevor Ferguson says 
Andrew is ‘the real deal.” 
His stories delve into mod- 
ern and Canadian themes, 
such as one that follows a 
brother and his ailing sister 
during the Toronto Blue Jays’ 
1989 season, or another of a 
stepmother and stepson who 
reunite for a pilgrimage to 
the Michael Jackson trial. 


While American TV prides 
itself on being the home of 





the low- brow—American 
Idol, anyone?—in France, 
television has long promot- 
ed serious philosophy and 
its practitioners. From 1951 
to 2000, French networks 
televised more than 3,500 
programs on the likes of 
Sartre, Foucault, Lévy and a 
host of others. In Turning On 
the Mind: French Philosophers 
on Television (University 


eclited by 


of Chicago Press, US$24,), 
Tamara (Matheson) Chaplin, 
BA 95, looks at the signifi- 
cant commitment by French 
television networks, since 
the medium’s earliest days, 
to bring leading thinkers 
into people's homes. Tamara 
is an Assistant Professor of 
Modern European History 
at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign. 


Queer Theatre in Canada 
(Playwrights Canada Press, 
$30), edited by Rosalind 
Kerr, is the seventh volume 
of Critical Perspectives on 
Canadian Theatre in English. 


This edition charts the tra- 
jectory of English Canadian 
“queer theatre from the late 
‘60s to today. David Allan 
King, BFA (theatre perf.) 97, 
adds a chapter, “Cultivating 
Queer: The Invisibility of the 
Canadian Gay Play,” which 
looks at queer theatre's 

low profile in this country. 
David is co-founding 
Artistic Director of Out 
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Productions in Montreal. 
Stories from Montreal 3: 
Ethnographic Accounts 

of Life in North America’s 
Francophone Metropolis (Tulip 
Press/Concordia, $12) is 

the third undergraduate 
showcase from Concordia’s 
Department of Sociology 
and Anthropology. Edited 
by Isabelle Amy LeGoff, 
Talia Weisz, BA 07, and 
Rachel James, BA 07, this 
volume includes narratives 
that reflect Montreal’s rich 
cultural life. The Concordia 
University Alumni Association 
co-sponsored the publica- 
tion, which is available at 
Concordia bookstores. m 
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Shanghai Dreaming 


BY KiM TIEN HuYNH, BComm O1 


y dream of going to China 
M began in 1998, when | read 

an article that predicted 
the country would need talented 
professionals by 2004-05. While 
I was enrolled in the John Molson 
School of Business marketing co-op 
program, I took Mandarin lessons 
and participated in a two-month 
language exchange program. In May 
2005, I left my family, full-time job, 
boyfriend and friends and headed 
for Shanghai because my research 
revealed that job opportunities were 
plentiful there. 

When I first arrived, | was fasci- 
nated by the city, people and lifestyle. 
Shanghai is such a big place that | 
moved four times in six months just to 
decrease commuting time. Every time 
I moved, I discovered new alleys and 
streets, each with their own charms. 
Doing groceries took me three hours 
because I could not read the labels or 
the directions! I was fascinated by how 
many new products there were and how 
many international brands adapted to 
the local market. I loved everything 
about China. 





Kim Tien Huynh is a Marketing Consultant 
in Shanghai. 


China Business Council Shanghai 
Chapter (CCBC). Just when I was about 
to give up, I landed a job offer with an 
insurance company. I worked there for 
eight months, until May 2006. 

Shanghai is a platform for budding 
entrepreneurs, so I partnered with a 
Montreal woman | met and we started a 
successful training company. We rented 
an office, hired two full-time employ- 
ees and worked hard to manage the 


My morale was as low as my bank balance, 
but my determination kept me going. 


Unlike many expats, I arrived in 
Shanghai with no lodging or job. I soon 
realized that finding work in a city in 
which | did not know the rules, people 
and language would be a challenge. 

I soon grew tired of having to bargain 
for every purchase. My morale was as 
low as my bank account balance, but my 
determination kept me going. I attend- 
ed networking events, talked to people 
and started to volunteer for the Ganada 
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start-up. On the side, I taught cooking 
and creative arts. We closed the compa- 
ny in February 2007 after my partner 
left for Japan. I then became a market- 
ing communications consultant for 
entrepreneurs and individuals, and 
assisted a non-profit community the- 
atre group in producing plays. In 2007, 
I fulfilled my greatest joy by working for 
Special Olympics International as a liai- 
son between the Washington, D.C., 


head office and a Chinese student 
delegation. In my leisure time, 

I backpacked across China and 
relished in my get-away froma 
polluted Shanghai. Discovering 
another part of China, which is so 
rich in culture, reminded me of how 
beautiful this country really is. 

Throughout all this, I was still 
actively involved with CCBC. After 
I put in 60 hours of volunteering one 
month, they realized they needed a 
full-time person. As a result, I have 
been CCBC’s senior planner for 
social events and Canadian alumni 
affairs since September 2007. 

To get to where I am today, I had 
to sacrifice quite a bit, beginning 
with a dramatic salary cut and work- 

ing 16 hours per day, seven days per 
week. I pushed my stress levels to their 
peak. I neglected my social network. At 
some point, | was homeless, and to save 
a few months’ rent I had to house—and 
cat—sit. Mostly, I forgot to enjoy life. 
However, the hardest sacrifices were 
the emotional ones. I felt isolated. 

What motivated me was the long- 
distance support from my former 
Concordia professors, Harold Simpkins 
and Jordan Le Bel, who kept reminding 
me about how brave I was and how 
much I had accomplished. When I look 
back, those sacrifices were definitely 
worth it. Not only did I become the 
woman I| always wanted to be, both per- 
sonally and professionally, but I also 
learned to organize high-quality events, 
develop negotiating, organization and 
communication skills, lead volunteers 
and manage egos! 

Although I plan to stay in Shanghai 
as long as it takes, that might change if 
an opportunity at the Vancouver 2010 
Olympics or Paralympics arises. This 
year, I plan to work less, continue to 
travel, live my life fully but, above all, 
keep my dreams alive. m 


